
My first experiences in the UK...  

If you had asked me five years ago, “where do you see yourself in five years’ time?”, 

my answer would have not been anywhere close to where I currently stand today. 

My journey started three years ago at CTI Education group in Pretoria which was a life 

changing moment for me as I entered the “big city life” as we would call it as well as 

entering a new learning experience which was really an eye opener for me.  

As Obama said in his speech to students, “you can have the best universities with the 

best lecturers and opportunities in the world but none of this will count unless you fulfil 

your responsibilities.” I totally agree with Obama’s statement and I will tell you why. 

What responsibilities are expected of you? Pay attention to your lecturer, do your own 

assignments, study and work hard. Simple as that. If you feel that your lecturer hasn’t 

explained a topic to your understanding, then make sure that you find other means of 

understanding that topic by approaching a classmate or asking the lecturer to explain 

it to you once more. Don’t wait till the last minute to get the ball rolling. We all know 

the saying, “time waits for no man” that includes woman as well hey.  

Most students and lecturers might be thinking that I am naturally intelligent to have 

achieved this prestigious scholarship. Well sadly, I’m not. In my world, there are two 

types of people, in one hand the naturally intelligent which I’m afraid to say that not all 

of us are a part of and on the other hand, you get the hard workers. I can proudly say 

that I am a part of the hard workers. Why you may ask? When I was in high school I 

didn’t take life seriously. Never did my homework, handed in incomplete assignments 

and practically didn’t put enough effort in fulfilling my responsibilities. Then came 

matric finals which evidently I was not ready for.  

It was the most depressing moment of my life when I started receiving rejections from 

universities except CTI which I then visited and distinctly remember the student 

advisor telling me that there is an opportunity to study further in the UK which I then 

straight away set as one of my goals.  

I still remember my first motivator that gave me the drive to push myself further. It was 

my first taste of achievement. Achievement which I felt in Mrs Karen Van de Schyff's 

lecture. She was yelling and telling us how badly we did in our very first assignment 

except for one student who had done what she had asked for and at that very moment 



I felt a sense of failure and hope that I would be that one student, and the moment 

finally came when she asked “who is Kapil?’ It was the first time that I felt achievement 

as a result of my hard work. It was then and there that I knew in order to achieve my 

goal I will need to fulfill my responsibilities which I have and continue to do so till this 

very day.  

I continued to work hard from 1st year till 3rd year until I had applied for the scholarship 

as I had met all the requirements. I did extensive research about Cardiff Met, got an 

academic staff reference, wrote a motivational letter and attended the interview which 

was the final stage. 3 months later I received a call telling me that I was awarded the 

#SendMeToCardiff Scholarship. There’s no words that can explain the feeling I had 

felt on that day. All I can say is that I made myself, my university and my parents proud.  

I must admit the visa application process was daunting but luckily I had done research 

prior to applying for my visa and with help from Cardiff Met it was a smooth ride to the 

finish. As long as you have all the relevant documents in place and you know why you 

going to study abroad then there will be no problems and Cardiff Met is always 

available to help you with any concerns you have regarding the visa application 

process. 

My first day in Cardiff.  

I must say that’s it’s not an easy decision to leave home especially being 13000km 

away from loved ones and friends but this is an opportunity of a life time to experience 

the world on the other side.  

I still remember the first day landing in London having mixed emotions as this was the 

first time I had have ever been away from my home country. I was told to look out for 

student ambassadors from Cardiff Met which were very kind and pleasant to me as 

well as to other international students who had arrived at the time.  

We then took a bus from London to Cardiff which only took 3 hours where we were 

dropped off at our accommodation for the next year, Plas Gwyn. I must say the 

weather on the first day was really depressing and the only thing I could think of was 

“when am I going back home.” 

The next day was our welcome lecture to international students in which the 

international team gave us a breakdown of the university, Cardiff and what is required 



of us. We were also given a welcome gift which included an umbrella, thank God for 

that, a sim card and a handbook outlining useful information to international students. 

We were then taken on a tour of Cardiff Met University and thereafter lunch was 

served. Monday was the day we had to enrol and I must admit I had mixed emotions 

as I was not sure of the standard of difficulty but by attending every lecture and seminar 

together with the help of the lecturers it would be a breeze given that you also put in 

as much effort as required. 

It’s been just over a month that I am in Cardiff and it feels more like my new home 

away from home. The accommodation is cosy which luckily is heated, phew! Cardiff 

is a beautiful city which satisfies your every need. What I love the most about Cardiff 

is that it’s so compact and lively with people from all over the world. Yeah I’m sure the 

weather is not great but we are humans and humans need to adapt to survive and 

there’s a product used to prevent yourself from getting wet and that’s an umbrella. 

Cardiff metropolitan university has really exceeded my expectations of what a 

university should be. Cardiff Met has staff who are not only friendly and helpful but are 

true leaders in my eyes which you can learn from. There are students from all over the 

world studying at Cardiff Met which is a great opportunity to get to know different 

cultures and people from different backgrounds. It’s like playing a virtual reality game 

but this time, you are living the game. The facilities at the university are top notch. 

My advice to students wanting to achieve this scholarship is that the sky is never the 

limit, dreams do come true but you have the ability that no one else does and that is, 

the ability to fulfil your responsibilities. 









 


