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Three year Research Scholarship in the Department of Applied Psychology, 
within the School of Sport and Health Sciences, Cardiff Metropolitan 
University. 

 
The Doctoral Scholarship (ie PhD) is sponsored by the Coleg Cymraeg 
Cenedlaethol. 
 
Research area: Bilingual Education 
 
Start date: October 2020 (or January 2021 at the latest due to covid-19 
circumstances) 
 
Duration of research: 3 years 
 
Closing date: 5 o'clock, Friday, July 3rd 2020. 
 
Cardiff Metropolitan University is seeking to appoint an enthusiastic individual to 
undertake a doctorate in the field of bilingual education. The successful candidate 
will receive a three year Scholarship which will be funded by the Coleg Cymraeg 
Cenedlaethol. 
 
*Please note, The successful candidate must be fluent in both spoken and 
written Welsh, in order to lead and present the research through the medium 
of Welsh.* 
 
Project context: 

Evidence suggests that the number of pupils leaving Welsh-medium education (WM) 
to complete their studies through the medium of English in Further Education (FE) 
Colleges is increasing. Anecdotally, cases of student disillusionment with post-
compulsory WM education are, worryingly, a trend that runs counter to the Welsh 
Government's (WG) macro-level goal of increasing the number of Welsh speakers to 
1 million by 2050 and at micro level, to increase WM capacity in FE (and Higher 
Education). 

Although the number of graduates who have studied some of their degree through 
the medium of Welsh is increasing this does not translate into a workforce that uses 
the language in a professional capacity, e.g. graduates in Health, Education or Care 
settings who can communicate with service users in their first language. 

Therefore, there is a need to better understand the reasoning and decision-making 
processes behind pupils leaving WM schools (with the possibility of studying post-16 
through the medium of Welsh) for English-medium FE colleges, and transfer from 
one medium to another. This will give us a clearer picture on how to better equip 
schools, colleges, and universities. In addition, how to equip individuals themselves 
to continue their studies through the medium of Welsh, as well as finding it to be a 
valuable commodity, and to develop the essential higher level language skills 
needed for the world of work. Without this information, using the education system 
as a medium to reach one million Welsh speakers by 2050 will be unrealistic. 
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Aims of the project: 
The aim of the project is twofold: to gain a better understanding of the decision-
making process in studying through the medium of Welsh before and after 16, and to 
use this information to develop a toolkit that educators and learners can use to 
understand bilingualism and the the benefits of further/higher education (in line with 
the WG policies of 'Cymraeg 2050'). 
 
Provisional research questions: 
1. Why do learners choose Further Education through the medium of English? 
 

a. Are they then lost to Welsh medium Higher Education? (And so to the WM 
workforce?) 
 

2. What influences students' decisions not to study through the medium of Welsh in 
Further Education? 
 
  a. What are the barriers / challenges / misconceptions? 
 
3. What support do students leaving Welsh-medium education need for English-
medium Further Education? 
 

a. What input is needed to maintain proficiency in Welsh (even if students do 
not study through the medium of Welsh)? 

 
It is hoped that the project will help increase the number of students who choose to 
continue studying through the medium of Welsh at post-compulsory education level, 
which may lead to opportunities to study at a higher education institution offering 
degree programs through the medium of Welsh, or for those individuals to find work 
through the medium of Welsh and thus contribute to the Welsh Government's aim of 
reaching one million Welsh speakers by 2050. 
 
Supervisory Team: Dr Mirain Rhys, Professor Delyth James, Dr Jenny Mercer 
 
Start date: October 2020 (or January 2021 at the latest due to covid-19 
circumstances) 
The value of the Scholarship's maintenance grant will be £15,285 per annum. 
 
The scholarship is open to all United Kingdom (UK) and EU students who meet the 
conditions of UK residency. The successful candidate must be fluent in both 
spoken and written Welsh, in order to lead and present the research through 
the medium of Welsh. 
 
General information: The Department of Applied Psychology is unique in Wales, 
being part of a School that includes departments in health as well as health 
sciences. The department undertakes a variety of research areas such as 
educational, forensic and clinical psychology. There are excellent research facilities 
supporting innovative interdisciplinary programs and providing an excellent 
environment for postgraduate training. 
 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/health/staff/Pages/Dr-Mirain-Rhys.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/health/staff/Pages/Delyth-James.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/health/staff/Pages/Dr-Jenny-Mercer.aspx
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Further details about the University: 
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/research/Pages/default.aspx  
 
The Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol is working with the universities of Wales, to 
develop more Welsh medium study opportunities for Welsh students. The Research 
Scholarships Scheme sponsors students to study for a doctorate in order to promote 
and develop scholarship, research and publishing through the medium of Welsh and 
nurture world-class researchers. 
 
The successful candidate will have the opportunity to join the University's Branch of 
the Coleg Cymraeg and become part of a network of Welsh-medium students and 
staff across a variety of research areas at the University. 
 
Further details about the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol: 
http://www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk/en/  
 
To apply, please send a CV with a brief supporting statement to 
mrhys@cardiffmet.ac.uk  
 
Application deadline: 5pm; July 3rd, 2020. 
 
Interviews: July 10th, 2020. 
 
Interviews will be conducted through the medium of Welsh. 
 
Contact: Dr Mirain Rhys (mrhys@cardiffmet.ac.uk) or Daniel Tiplady 
(dtiplady@cardiffmet.ac.uk) for more information. 
 
 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/research/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.colegcymraeg.ac.uk/en/
mailto:mrhys@cardiffmet.ac.uk
mailto:mrhys@cardiffmet.ac.uk
mailto:dtiplady@cardiffmet.ac.uk

