
 
 

Information to candidates for PGCE Secondary Music  
 
You have been invited to interview for a place on the PGCE Secondary Music programme at 
Cardiff Metropolitan University. There will be three parts of the interview process. 
 
Part 1 
You will be required to undertake a literacy and numeracy test, and also an extended writing 
task in response to an article on an educational topic, in order to assess extended writing skills 
and your potential to write at Masters Level. These written tasks will be approximately two 
hours in duration.  
 
Part 2 will comprise of a short individual interview. 
 
Part 3 
In order to test your musical and presenting skills, please prepare one piece to perform on your 
first instrument/voice in a style of your choice and prepare a short presentation (2 mins max) on 
your chosen piece. The university may not be able to provide an accompanist so please bear 
that in mind when making your choice. You will be asked to perform your piece in front of the 
interview panel (usually consisting of 2 panellists) and other applicants (usually between 2- 4). 
You may like to create an information sheet or PowerPoint to support your presentation, or 
prepare some questions to ask your ‘audience’. You will also be asked to comment on other 
applicants’ performances and give feedback. You will be assessed on your ability to:  

 perform accurately, musically and confidently; 

 identify and prepare relevant musical information;  

 communicate articulately and confidently;  

 give constructive feedback. 
The piece you choose to perform is not required to be of a particular standard of difficulty, but 
rather, is representative of you as a musician. Please bring two photocopies of your piece for the 
interview panel.  
 
As an alternative to the performing activity, you will be able to play a recording, with score 
provided, of an original composition. For this also, you will be asked to give a short presentation 
on it to the panel and the other applicants and accept some questions and peer feedback. The 
panel will still like to hear you play, so could you also prepare a short performance on your 
chosen instrument to perform as part of the individual interview. 
  
Please arrive 15 minutes before your allotted time so we can start the programme promptly.   
 
I look forward to meeting you at interview.  
 
Best wishes 
Thomas Breeze 
PGCE Secondary Music Programme Leader 


