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Recent events

ELEMENT Third Call for Applications
The Call for Application (restricted to Lebanese applicants only) opened on 30 th
August 2013 in an attempt to allow for a longer Call for Applications should the
numbers not reach the required target. The Call closed for Masters and
Doctorate level on 28th October 2013after a 2 week extension was given to
enable further applications from the target areas. As more applications were
needed at the remaining three levels, an additional week was given to allow for
further applications. The Call was then closed on 4th November 2013. The Call
was open for 50 days for Master and Doctorate levels and 57 days for
Undergraduate, Post Doctorate and Staff levels in total. At the close of the Call
we received 157 applications from 96 applicants.
The Eligibility Check was carried out from 28th October – 8th November and the Host universities (supported by the
Home universities) completed Selection Stage 2: Assessment of Academic Quality from 1 st – 22nd November 2013. The
Selection Meeting took place on 4th December 2013 via video conference.
ELEMENT Consortium Meeting
Cardiff Metropolitan University hosted a two-day Consortium Meeting on
24th – 25th June 2014 to discuss achievements to date in relation to the
Erasmus Mundus ELEMENT project. 17 out of 20 partner universities within
the ELEMENT project were in attendance, as well as Dr. Yaser Elshayeb from
the National Erasmus+ Office (NEO-Egypt).
Day one consisted of reporting on and evaluating project achievements up
until now, which included coordinator, partner, scholar and regional
perspectives. The emphasis was on academic recognition between Europe,
Egypt and Lebanon as the majority of the scholar mobility flows have
completed.
During day two of the meeting, Graziella Gaglione, from Sapienza University
in Rome, presented on the EGRACONS Lifelong Learning Project which focusses on the all-important theme of
academic recognition. This theme was explored in depth with European, Egyptian and Lebanese case studies. A
strategy was also devised for the final year of the project that will focus on the quality, impact and sustainability of
the ELEMENT project (a final year action plan). Future project activities were also discussed and included a
presentation on the new Erasmus+ programme launched in January 2014.
During both days there was an opportunity for current Cardiff Met ELEMENT
scholars to interact with the consortium and meet members of their home
universities, as well as a networking event for Cardiff Met staff that have been
granted ELEMENT scholarships and are due to mobilise to Egypt or Lebanon.
Read the full official Press Release here: http://www3.cardiffmet.ac.uk/English/
News/Pages/ErasmusMundusmeetinghostedbyCardiffMet.aspx
Submission of C3 final lists to the EACEA – 1st September 2014.
Mobilising Cohort 3 – present to 31st December 2014
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ELEMENT monitoring
visits
Cardiff Metropolitan University's Erasmus Mundus Project Officer, Natasha Bahadur, visited partner universities for
monitoring purposes.
Ms. Bahadur visited La Sapienza University and the University of Graz in May.
The visits included obtaining feedback from scholars and hearing their success stories. Ms. Bahadur was also at hand
to answer any questions or listen to any concerns that scholars had with regards to their mobility.

ELEMENT issue 2, page 4.

All rights reserved ®

News

Check out the below magazine article featuring ELEMENT scholar Alaa Walid Adnan (Adam Mickiewicz University)
talking about his experience on the project!

Watch ELEMENT Contact person at the University of
Saint Joseph, Ms. Rayanne Abou Mrad talk about
Erasmus Mundus on national TV!
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ELEMENT Facebook page
updates
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Scholar testimonial and
success stories
‘One of the most important achievements I will get from my scholarship is my Master Thesis in High Pressure
Crystallography which is very specific and rare research major in the world and off course it’s not available at my home
University since the X- ray Diffractometer alone costs more than a million dollar. This ERASMUS MUNDUS experience
which I will transfer to my Home University and my colleges there will definitely make them proud that I represented
them and my country Lebanon the best way I can.
I would like to thank ERASMUS MUNDUS project for making my dream come true. It’s one of the most significant,
productive and successful scholarship programs ever made in the world.’
Ali Shaheen
Host: Adam Mickeiwicz University

‘The Erasmus Mundus scholarship provided me with a wealth of opportunities to take on extra-curricular activities and
broaden my experiences to achieve my existing goals. In particular, it enabled me to become more involved in community projects, such as volunteering in the public sector and even work on conservation and sustainability projects for the
future. This gave me a chance to expand my horizons and develop a stronger sense of civic responsibility, teamwork and
leadership as I explore my role in society. Mundus scholarship enabled me to apply such skills and experience to my
ongoing studies and make a positive contribution within the university and wider community.
Furthermore, Mundus scholarship recipient is an important achievement that did not only raise my credentials in the Law
studies community, but also acted as a useful vehicle to meet a variety of people who can assist me in achieving my goals
to make a significant contribution. This opportunity I had built up and improved my confidence and communication skills,
an ability necessary to broaden my development as a scholar and an individual.’
Student’s name: Alaa Adnan
Host: Adam Mickeiwicz University
Home University: Beirut Arab University, Lebanon

Mahmoud has had three papers published while studying at the University of Granada is various academic journals:
1- Slim M, Calandre EP, Rico-Villademoros F. Current concepts in the treatment of fibromyalgia. J Symptoms Signs 2013;
2(4): 222-32.
2- Slim M, Calandre EP. Management of fibromyalgia: Current pharmacologic therapies and recommendations for
therapeutic optimization. OA Musculoskeletal Medicine 2013; 1(3):30.
3-Calandre EP, Slim M, Garcia-Leiva JM, Rodriguez-Lopez CM, Torres P, Rico-Villademoros F. Agomelatine for the
treatment of patients with fibromyalgia and depressive symptomatology: an uncontrolled, 12-week, pilot study.
Pharmacopsychiatry. 2014 Feb 18. *Epub ahead of print+.
Mahmoud Slim
Host: University of Granada
Home: Lebanese American University
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Scholar testimonial and
success stories
continued...
‘Some European scholars came to ASU without any knowledge of Arabic. ASU registered those scholars at the Excellence
Center at the Faculty of Education established in collaboration with DAAD to teach Formal and informal Arabic. ASU
willingly paid their tuition fees which helped the scholars to improve their Arabic and succeeded in their studies.’
Dr. Mohamed Hazem Abdellatif
ELEMENT Contact person at Ain Shams University

‘This exchange project offered me the opportunity to visit Granada University, Spain - and to work with a leading team in
the field of cardiovascular diseases research. This fellowship is a perfect part of my career, and enabled me building up
good relationships in my profession, and personal life also. In addition, this period represents an essential stage of my
education which not only complements well my previous studies and work, but it also opens a lot of new doors and
provides opportunities for me to develop professionally and personally to achieve my career goals. Further, I got more in
touch with the Spanish civilization and understood their way of living. Concerning research outcomes, we have obtained
interesting data that will add more to the scientific knowledge of endothelial dysfunction.’
Ayman Moawad Mahmoud Abdel-Baset
Host: University of Granada
Home: Beni-Suef University

‘Riham Refaat Mohammed Helmy Abdelhamid from Alexandria University came to Austria without any knowledge of the
German language and managed to improve her language skills through language courses and practicing with her
roommates to a level, where she could communicate freely within a few weeks. This is truly exceptional.‘
Ms. Petra Rabitsch and Ms. Christa Grassauer
ELEMENT Contact Persons at the University of Graz

‘I discovered the Erasmus Mundus ELEMENT programme at my University USJ in Lebanon. I directly applied without any
hesitations! Indeed, this project has a very good worldwide reputation. This nomination allowed me to carry on my
academic courses in the research field but also to discover myself.
Thanks to the project, I became more responsible, more independent, more persevering and self-confident!’
Christelle ISKANDAR
Host: University of Lorraine
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