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1. Welcome from your Teaching Team 

Welcome to MA Illustration and Animation 

You join our course at an extraordinary time. Our world and thus our ways of life are transforming as 
we tackle great challenges and work within new creative constraints.  Creative constraints can build 
on our creativity and our philosophical thinking, carving the possibility for new movements within art 
and design practices and new philosophical approaches to understanding how we live and work.  

Imagination is one of the most, powerful forces of the human being, it creates and configures new 
ideas and has the power to develop dreams for both the individual and the collective human kind. 
Imagination illustration and animation are synonymous with each other; indeed the 
illustrator/animator’s imaginations are important mechanisms and catalysts where ideas come to life 
to be questioned.  

Our hope is that imagination here is wielded for the greater good, and by some few for the many to 
be able to resolve and understand each just a little better than before… 

‘Remember there is a materiality to symbols and a materiality to imaginative life that should be 
taken quite seriously’  

- Angela Carter 

 

As MA students you will form an important tier of our research community at CSAD and the wider 
university. Our research in illustration and animation is grown from the worldwide illustration 
research network and the school research groups including Metatech, CARIAD, and Fovolab, allowing 
your project proposals the advantage of a community of voices and already established researchers 
forming support for your research on your MA and beyond.  

You also join the Welsh animation community responsible for so much of the rich animation of the 
past and present and work alongside BAFTA nominated and winning animators from our animation 
team.  

And finally, you will join our Vertical Studio working with our undergraduates both formally and 
informally both to disseminate your research and develop a lively inspiring studio community and 
discourse about our disciplines.  

We all very much look forward to working with you and seeing where your research proposals take 
you.  
 
Year Tutor: Amelia Huw Morgan 
AHuwMorgan@cardiffmet.ac.uk 
  

mailto:AHuwMorgan@cardiffmet.ac.uk


 

2. Pre-Entry Summer Tasks 

In the first week of your studies you will present your research interests to the group, this is very 

much the beginning of your research together, a chance to introduce yourself and your work and to 

start to make connections. Naturally, much will change as you develop your work both practically 

and academically, this start line will enable the research topics to grow together to share expertise 

and experience and develop important relationships and contexts for your work to flourish within. 

Your presentation should include:  

 

1. At least one slide about you, where you are from academically (and personally if you so 

wish).  

2. At least one about your work so far outlining your interests and potential research project.  

3. Include research slides showing your influences, i.e. who you have been reading and 

researching outlining your terrain, you may like to use quotations, images and show clips 

from films or animations for example. Please include your own work, particularly work 

relevant to your proposal, establishing the current context of your research and consider 

your material research alongside your philosophical approach.  

4. Your presentation should culminate in a series of questions you are proposing to yourself 

and to the world, rhetorical questions that will help start a research conversation.  

 

NB: Your presentation should be no more than 20 slides (or equivalent i.e. film/performance) and 

last no less than 15 and no more than 20 minutes. 

 

Recommended Reading List 

 

 Bulgakov, M. (1967) The Master and Margarita 

 Mitchell, W.J.T. (2006) What Do Pictures Want? The lives and loves of Images 

 Gray, J. (2015) The Soul Of The Marionette: A Short Enquiry into Human Freedom 

 Gross, K (1998) On Dolls: Heinrich Von Kleist, Charles Baudelaire, Sigmund Freud, Rainer 

Maria Rilke, Franz Kafka, Bruno Schulz, Walter Benjamin, Elizabeth Bishop, Dennis Silk, 

Marina Warner - a collection of essays edited by Kenneth Gross. 

 Van Manen, M (2014) The Phenomenology of Practice 

 Warner, M. (2006) Phantasmagoria 

 

 

Materials 

 

Your research and work are unique to your practice and approaches to practice so please equip 

yourself with the materials that you need, whilst also considering the material approaches you wish 

to explore and experiment with on campus.  

 

  



 

3. Enrolment / Student MetCard Collection 

 

Enrolment is an important process which confirms your status as a Student. 
You can complete the online self-enrolment process from any computer through our Self Service 
system.  Please note that in order to self-enrol; your status must be Unconditional Firm (UF). 
 
You will receive an email notifying you when you are eligible to enrol online.  The email will direct you 
to a password reset facility in order to request a password to be able to login and complete the 
enrolment process.  For information and guidance on this process please make sure you visit our 
enrolment page – www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment. 
 
This process is essential in that it will allow you access to your student loan (if applied for), payment 
of fees, Cardiff Met’s IT systems and importantly enable you to obtain your Student MetCard. 
 
You will also receive your Programme Handbook during your Induction Week.  The Programme 

Handbook is a vital manual through the Programme and should be retained for usage throughout your 

course of study.  Each academic year, additional information relating to that level will be provided.  

The Handbook offers guidance on Rules, Regulations and Procedures; and guidance on learning for 

practice with information on all modules to be undertaken and reading lists. 

Enrolment for International Students from outside the EU 
If you are an international student (from outside the EU) you will be required to submit some 
documentation before receiving approval to enrol online.  For more information about international 
student enrolment and a list of documents you will need to submit, please access the international 
student pages or contact the Immigration Compliance Team at immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk. 

Library & Information Services 
You will have access to Cardiff Met’s Library & Information Services soon after completing your online 
enrolment.  A confirmation email will be sent to you with your Cardiff Met login details.  To see the 
facilities and services available, please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library. 
 
Your Student MetCard 
Your MetCard gives you access to all main campus buildings and doors.  You can also add money to 
your MetCard to be able to access and pay at the self-service printers, copiers and Print Studio 
services.  For further benefits of MetCard please click here. 
 
Fees 
Tuition fees for full-time undergraduate degrees, and full-time Masters programmes for September 

2020 entry have been set at £9,000 per year.  For further information on tuition fees, please refer to 

our Fee Tables.  If your programme has any additional costs attached to it, they will be listed on 

www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts.  Please make sure you check these to make sure you are aware 

of any additional costs associated with your course. 

 
Details about fees for international students (from outside the EU) can be found here.  You should 

already be aware of these costs. 

  

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/Enrolment.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/Enrolment.aspx
mailto:immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Documents/Student%20Card%20Poster_Layout%201.pdf
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Documents/2020-2021-Fee-Tables.pdf
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/applying/Pages/Fees-and-Money-Matters.aspx


 

4. Induction Week 

Induction for all students within the School of Art and Design will commence on Monday 28th 

September 2020. Your first term as a new student starts with Induction Week, where you will settle 

into your accommodation, course and student life. Your Induction Week timetable is a schedule of 

events designed to familiarise you with Cardiff Met, its facilities and your fellow students. You will be 

given the chance to attend a range of events covering your programme, library services, IT, student 

services and Students Union. You will also meet, and have a number of sessions, with your personal 

tutor to make your academic transition as smooth as possible. 

 

In line with the programme delivery information below, the Induction week will include activities 

that are both synchronous (delivered at a scheduled time and led by a member of staff) and 

asynchronous (activities designed and set by a member of staff but completed in your own time). 

These activities will largely happen in online/ virtual environment spread throughout the induction 

week; however, we are also planning activities to run on-campus where government restrictions 

allow. 

 

Your events and confirmed timetable are currently being finalised and will be uploaded as a separate 

document on our New Students pages for you. 

  

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/ug/Pages/Course-Joining-Information.aspx


 

5. Draft Timetable / Typical Attendance 

You will typically be required to attend taught sessions on a Monday and Thursday throughout the 

academic year. This may include lectures, seminars, workshops, and tutorials. 

Tuesdays and Fridays are available for independent study although there may be some workshops 

and inductions scheduled on these days at certain times throughout the year. 

During the first term you will meet with your year Tutor most weeks at 10:00 am on Thursdays 

followed by teaching. 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Taught Sessions   Taught Sessions  

 

We expect you to attend all scheduled taught sessions and workshops, to plan your work, organise 

your own time and meet submission deadlines.  

We understand that you may need to support your studies by taking-up paid employment. However, 

notwithstanding your financial position or the demands of your employer, we are concerned that you 

dedicate sufficient time to your studies. Any part-time employment commitments or additional 

opportunities must be arranged around the timetable for the year. 

In order to meet the expectations of your degree programme in Cardiff School of Art & Design, you 

are expected to dedicate around 40 hours per week to your studies. It is recommended that you do 

not engage in any part-time employment commitments or additional opportunities that would 

prevent you from dedicating this amount of time to your studies, as this may impact negatively upon 

your academic standing. 

 

  



 

6. Changes to the Course due to COVID-19 

 

Any updates to your course following the effects of COVID-19, can be found on the following 

webpage. Please make sure you check this page regularly for any further updates or changes, prior 

to starting your course;  

 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx 

 

 

Some of your induction is likely to be delivered online, sometimes using Microsoft Teams. We 

recommend that you download the app to your phone, or visit the website in a browser to 

familiarize yourself with how to use this platform.  

 

If you do not have the facility at home to access this type of platform, or would have any difficulty in 

doing so, please let us know.  

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software 
  

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software


 

7. Useful links 

 
Timetable 
This link will give you access to your confirmed timetable.  You need to have enrolled before you can 
access this link, and you will be contacted when the information is available. 
 

Global Engagement 

Advice and support for international students from outside the EU on making your visa application, 

living in the UK, making accommodation arrangements and taking advantage of the Airport 

Welcome Service. Global Engagement will provide welfare support and learning advice throughout 

your course.  Please also refer to our frequently asked questions - 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx 

 

Additional Course Costs 

Additional costs are the mandatory or optional expenses, additional to tuition fees that need to be 

paid for by students to fully participate and complete their studies.  This covers such things as 

equipment, trips, placements and DBS checks.  Each programme has different additional costs. 

 

Accommodation 

Student residential contracts will start on 28th September 2020. However, due to social distancing 

and to ensure the health and safety of you and our staff, arrivals for halls will be spread over a 

number of days the week before. Once you have received and accepted your offer of 

accommodation please watch out for an e mail letting you know when you will be able to move in. 

Please note that internet access in halls will only be available for those who have completed the 

enrolment process successfully.  There will be a variety of events held throughout the Induction 

period and throughout the 1st term, information of which will be sent to you by Accommodation 

when confirmed 

 

Student Services 

For help during your time with us in relation to your health, welfare, lifestyle and future career.  The 

aim is to provide you with all the support you need to ensure your studies are as enjoyable and 

successful as possible. Services also include counselling, disability and chaplaincy. 

 

Student Finance 

For information on Tuition Fee Loans and Maintenance Loans, non-repayable grants, bursaries and 

scholarships that may be available. 

 

Cardiff Met Sport & Facilities 

 

Cardiff Met SU including SU Societies, SU Sports Clubs and the ability to access independent advice 

and support 

 

Term Dates 

Campus Maps, Bike Shelters & Met Rider 

https://cis.cardiffmet.ac.uk/TimetableStudent/
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Pages/Undergraduate-Costs.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/accommodation/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/about/sport/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmetsu.co.uk/
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/Pages/Term-Dates.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/about/campuses/Pages/default.aspx


 

Cardiff Met offers its own bus service called the Met Rider, for more information and to access the 

application please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider.  We also have Bicycle Storage shelters 

on each campus, with changing and showers available. The shelters are secured and are only 

accessed using your MetCard when you have requested permissions via the i-zone. 

 

Virtual Tours 

Have another look around our campus and facilities with our guided virtual tours 

 

Student Handbook 

 

Academic Handbook 

 

Admissions Policy 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Complaints 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/virtualtours
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/Student-Handbook.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/academichandbook/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/adviceforapplicants/Pages/Admissions-Policy.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/covid-19/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/Pages/Complaints.aspx

