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1. Welcome from your Teaching Team 

 

‘Hello and Welcome’ to the MSc product Design Course here at Cardiff School of Art & Design, we’re 

thrilled you’ve decided to study Masters with us at CSAD. Your Masters year is actually 45 weeks 

long split into three terms, you’ll be surprised just how quickly this year goes, so our advice to you is 

make sure you fully maximise your time each and every week with us at CSAD. You are about to start 

an exciting and demanding programme of study, and the end results are directly related to the effort 

you’re willing and able to commit and put into the course. This enriching journey will be 

underpinned by a range of lectures, seminars, workshops and collaborative work that introduces the 

theories, approaches and methodologies that will enable you to conceptualise, critically assess, and 

develop your ideas in answering specific problems and challenges.  

Included below is some information to help you prepare for joining the University’s postgraduate 

community in September.  We hope you have an inspiring summer and look forward to meeting you 

in the autumn. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.  

 

Richard Morris (029 2041 6679)  

MA Creative Enterprise & Innovation Year Tutor 

rmorris@cardiffmet.ac.uk  

Module: Major Project 

Module: Industrial Placement/Project 

 

Teaching Team: 

Dr Clara Watkins (ext: 6624) 

cwatkins@cardiffmet.ac.uk  

Module: User Testing and Evaluation 

 

Dr. Stephen Thompson  

Academic Lead, Graduate Studies  

sthompson@cardiffmet.ac.uk 

Module: Perception, Cognition, Emotion and Context. 

 

Teksin Kopanoglu (ext: 5796) 

tkopanoglu@cardiffmet.ac.uk  

Module: Research techniques and principles  

 

Gareth Barham 

gbarham@cardiffmet.ac.uk  

Module: Product Development Principles and Practice 

 

Huw Williams 

hrwilliams@cardiffmet.ac.uk 

Module: Sustainability Issues in Design for production 
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2. Pre-Entry Summer Tasks 

Though we hope that you find opportunities to have a break and some rest over the Summer period, 

during this break we’d really like you to start thinking about the year ahead and with this in mind 

would like you to consider the following assignment.  

 

Design a ‘personal Pinterest Board’ which fully examines your own personal style, tastes, sources 

of inspiration and introduces you to the rest of the Masters cohort. 

 

We’d like you to consider using three specific themes around which you should arrange your visual 

information, i.e. Passion (Why?); Technology (How?) and Idea (What?). It is up to you how you 

interpret this information. 

 

You need to consider a high production value, i.e. a professional and personal response.  

These will be used in your Induction week by you as part of your personal introduction to your new 

Master’s colleagues. (Format: Digital/screen based production – A1 in size)  

 

Recommended Reading  

 

The Design of Everyday Things; Donald A. Norman 

Research methods for product Designers; Alex Milton & Paul Rogers 

Universal Methods of Design; Bella Martin & Bruce Haningon  

59 seconds, Think a little Change a lot; Professor Richard Wiseman 

 

Typical Materials & Coursework Costs  

 

You will need to purchase materials for individual projects used in studio and workshops as 

appropriate. Please note that costs will vary depending upon the scale and individual requirements 

of your work.  

 

Additional costs will be incurred for the one-off purchase of personal tools (in addition to those in 

your possession at the commencement of your programme of study) and equipment. Other costs 

such as printing, the purchase of textbooks; and cost of optional placements will also need to be 

accounted for. Please ask your Year Tutor for specific guidance when you accept our offer of a place. 

 

Sketchbooks and Notebooks  

 

Throughout all modules on the MSc Product Design course, you should initiate and progress your 

work by using a personal sketchbook, notebook and/or research folder. These will allow you to work 

through and demonstrate conceptual processes. As you all know Sketchbooks should be used to 

generate ideas, to record textual, contextual and visual research, to analyse, test ideas and to reflect 

upon each stage of each project. Sketchbooks can be purchased on campus in the ‘Print studio’ or 

via the termly visiting ‘Art seller/stockist.’ You may decide to work digitally using iPads (or 

equivalent) as your digital sketchbook and notebook; but remember to regularly back this up, save it 

to your university OneDrive account and/or use a cloud back-up service. 

 



 

Personal Computer Specifications  

 

The use of a personal computer outside of University hours would be of significant benefit to your 

studies. The flexibility of a laptop allows it to be used on the university campus, in your lectures, at 

your student accommodation and at home.  

 

Many of our students buy laptops with larger screens which can be more beneficial when designing 

and using CAD.  

 

You will need to keep your work safe though especially since losing work through computer loss or 

failure is not accepted by the University as an excuse; make good use of OneDrive, which you will 

receive access to as a Cardiff Met student. Further, we recommend you consider take out a cloud-

based subscription; there are lots to choose from: iCloud, DropBox, MyCloud, GoogleDrive etc. 

 

MAC : We recommend a MacBook Air 13.3” or Macbook Pro 13” as a minimum.  

But if you are intending to do CAD work with lots of graphics or video we recommend a Laptop with 

the minimum specification below:  

· 2.7GHz Processor  

· 250 GB Storage  

· 1.1GHz dual-core Intel Core i5  

· Turbo Boost up to 3.1GHz  

· 8GB 1866MHz LPDDR3 memory  

· 500GB portable storage  

· Intel Iris Graphics 6100  

· Built-in battery (10 hours)  

· Force Touch trackpad  

 

Note: If you considering purchasing a laptop we are able to provide you with copies of Solidworks, 

our preferred CAD industry standard software programme, HOWEVER this programme will only run 

on native PC laptops, and NOT Mac laptops.  

 

PC: We recommend a Windows Laptop with a minimum specification of:  

· Microsoft Windows 10  

· Dual processor; Core i5 or greater  

· 500 GB HD  

· 8 GB RAM  

· 1 GB Graphics card  

· Wireless LAN (WI-FI 802.11g) 

 

  



 

3. Enrolment / Student MetCard Collection 

 

Enrolment is an important process which confirms your status as a Student. 
You can complete the online self-enrolment process from any computer through our Self Service 
system.  Please note that in order to self-enrol; your status must be Unconditional Firm (UF). 
 
You will receive an email notifying you when you are eligible to enrol online.  The email will direct you 
to a password reset facility in order to request a password to be able to login and complete the 
enrolment process.  For information and guidance on this process please make sure you visit our 
enrolment page – www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment. 
 
This process is essential in that it will allow you access to your student loan (if applied for), payment 
of fees, Cardiff Met’s IT systems and importantly enable you to obtain your Student MetCard. 
 
You will also receive your Programme Handbook during your Induction Week.  The Programme 

Handbook is a vital manual through the Programme and should be retained for usage throughout your 

course of study.  Each academic year, additional information relating to that level will be provided.  

The Handbook offers guidance on Rules, Regulations and Procedures; and guidance on learning for 

practice with information on all modules to be undertaken and reading lists. 

Enrolment for International Students from outside the EU 
If you are an international student (from outside the EU) you will be required to submit some 
documentation before receiving approval to enrol online.  For more information about international 
student enrolment and a list of documents you will need to submit, please access the international 
student pages or contact the Immigration Compliance Team at immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk. 

Library & Information Services 
You will have access to Cardiff Met’s Library & Information Services soon after completing your online 
enrolment.  A confirmation email will be sent to you with your Cardiff Met login details.  To see the 
facilities and services available, please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library. 
 
Your Student MetCard 
Your MetCard gives you access to all main campus buildings and doors.  You can also add money to 
your MetCard to be able to access and pay at the self-service printers, copiers and Print Studio 
services.  For further benefits of MetCard please click here. 
 
Fees 
Tuition fees for full-time undergraduate degrees, and full-time Masters programmes for September 

2020 entry have been set at £9,000 per year.  For further information on tuition fees, please refer to 

our Fee Tables.  If your programme has any additional costs attached to it, they will be listed on 

www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts.  Please make sure you check these to make sure you are aware 

of any additional costs associated with your course. 

 
Details about fees for international students (from outside the EU) can be found here.  You should 

already be aware of these costs. 
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4. Induction Week 

Induction for all students within the School of Art and Design will commence on Monday 28th 

September 2020. Your first term as a new student starts with Induction Week, where you will settle 

into your accommodation, course and student life. Your Induction Week timetable is a schedule of 

events designed to familiarise you with Cardiff Met, its facilities and your fellow students. You will be 

given the chance to attend a range of events covering your programme, library services, IT, student 

services and Students Union. You will also meet, and have a number of sessions, with your personal 

tutor to make your academic transition as smooth as possible. 

 

In line with the programme delivery information below, the Induction week will include activities 

that are both synchronous (delivered at a scheduled time and led by a member of staff) and 

asynchronous (activities designed and set by a member of staff but completed in your own time). 

These activities will largely happen in online/ virtual environment spread throughout the induction 

week; however, we are also planning activities to run on-campus where government restrictions 

allow. 

 

Your events and confirmed timetable are currently being finalised and will be uploaded as a separate 

document on our New Students pages for you. 
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5. Draft Timetable / Typical Attendance 

Your taught postgraduate course will be delivered on Fridays. Typically, scheduled learning will take 

place between 10.00am and 5.00pm, you will be notified of any changes to this prior to the 

commencement of the programme. Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays are available for 

independent study although there may be some workshops and inductions scheduled on these days 

at certain times throughout the year. 

 

To be inclusive of your individual circumstances we are planning to offer your course through a 

mixture of synchronous (delivered at a scheduled time led by a member of staff) and asynchronous 

(undertaken at the students’ own time guided by a member of staff) opportunities. We are planning 

to use a mixture of campus-based estates and resources, virtual-learning environments, and mobile 

technologies to offer you an enhanced, yet flexible, learning experience. 

 

The scheduled learning will be focussed around a mixture of tutor-led, student-led, enhanced group 

working and focussed seminar activities. This will compliment your self-directed learning undertaken 

within virtual learning environments. 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Independent 
Study 

Independent 
Study 

 
Independent 

Study 
Taught 

Sessions 

 

We expect you to attend all scheduled taught sessions and workshops, to plan your work, organise 

your own time and meet submission deadlines.  

 

We understand that you may need to support your studies by taking-up paid employment. However, 

notwithstanding your financial position or the demands of your employer, we are concerned that 

you dedicate sufficient time to your studies. Any part-time employment commitments or additional 

opportunities must be arranged around the timetable for the year. 

 

In order to meet the expectations of your programme of study in Cardiff School of Art & Design, you 

are expected to dedicate around 40 hours per week to your studies. It is recommended that you do 

not engage in any part-time employment commitments or additional opportunities that would 

prevent you from dedicating this amount of time to your studies, as this may impact negatively upon 

your academic standing. 

  



 

6. Changes to the Course due to COVID-19 

 

Any updates to your course following the effects of COVID-19, can be found on the following 

webpage. Please make sure you check this page regularly for any further updates or changes, prior 

to starting your course;  

 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx 

 

 

Some of your induction is likely to be delivered online, sometimes using Microsoft Teams. We 

recommend that you download the app to your phone, or visit the website in a browser to 

familiarize yourself with how to use this platform.  

 

If you do not have the facility at home to access this type of platform, or would have any difficulty in 

doing so, please let us know.  

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software 
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7. Useful links 

 
Timetable 
This link will give you access to your confirmed timetable.  You need to have enrolled before you can 
access this link, and you will be contacted when the information is available. 
 

Global Engagement 

Advice and support for international students from outside the EU on making your visa application, 

living in the UK, making accommodation arrangements and taking advantage of the Airport 

Welcome Service. Global Engagement will provide welfare support and learning advice throughout 

your course.  Please also refer to our frequently asked questions - 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx 

 

Additional Course Costs 

Additional costs are the mandatory or optional expenses, additional to tuition fees that need to be 

paid for by students to fully participate and complete their studies.  This covers such things as 

equipment, trips, placements and DBS checks.  Each programme has different additional costs. 

 

Accommodation 

Student residential contracts will start on 28th September 2020. However, due to social distancing 

and to ensure the health and safety of you and our staff, arrivals for halls will be spread over a 

number of days the week before. Once you have received and accepted your offer of 

accommodation please watch out for an e mail letting you know when you will be able to move in. 

Please note that internet access in halls will only be available for those who have completed the 

enrolment process successfully.  There will be a variety of events held throughout the Induction 

period and throughout the 1st term, information of which will be sent to you by Accommodation 

when confirmed 

 

Student Services 

For help during your time with us in relation to your health, welfare, lifestyle and future career.  The 

aim is to provide you with all the support you need to ensure your studies are as enjoyable and 

successful as possible. Services also include counselling, disability and chaplaincy. 

 

Student Finance 

For information on Tuition Fee Loans and Maintenance Loans, non-repayable grants, bursaries and 

scholarships that may be available. 

 

Cardiff Met Sport & Facilities 

 

Cardiff Met SU including SU Societies, SU Sports Clubs and the ability to access independent advice 

and support 

 

Term Dates 

Campus Maps, Bike Shelters & Met Rider 

https://cis.cardiffmet.ac.uk/TimetableStudent/
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Pages/Undergraduate-Costs.aspx
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http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/default.aspx
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Cardiff Met offers its own bus service called the Met Rider, for more information and to access the 

application please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider.  We also have Bicycle Storage shelters 

on each campus, with changing and showers available. The shelters are secured and are only 

accessed using your MetCard when you have requested permissions via the i-zone. 

 

Virtual Tours 

Have another look around our campus and facilities with our guided virtual tours 

 

Student Handbook 

 

Academic Handbook 

 

Admissions Policy 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Complaints 
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