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1.

Welcome from your Teaching Team

Hello from Fine Art at Cardiff School of Art & Design!
As a Senior Lecturer in Fine Art, I would like to welcome you to Cardiff Metropolitan University. The
purpose of this letter is to give you a bit more information about the course you will be starting in
September.
Induction Week will start on Monday 28th September and we have put together a series of online
activities to help you get to know the University, your programme of study, others on your course
and the staff who will be teaching you. It is important that you attend induction week as you will be
given a range of important information about studying at Cardiff Met.
Every new student is allocated a Personal Tutor who will support you throughout your Cardiff
Metropolitan journey. Providing high quality support to you is important to us, and you will meet
your personal tutor online during Induction Week. Staff from student services will also be available
to give you advice on a range of issues, including finance, housing and health.
We also have a range of exciting opportunities available for you during your studies, including: Work
Placements, Societies, Language clubs, Volunteering. There will be opportunities to study abroad
and to go on trips later on in the course. We also have several sports teams waiting for you to join
them. You can get information about these opportunities during Freshers Fayre on Wednesday 30th
September.
Please make sure you enrol online before induction weeks starts as this will ensure you have digital
access to all of the virtual tools we will be using and it will allow you to pick up your ID card which
you will need to access the physical workshops and studios.
I very much look forward to meeting you during the week of Monday 28th September.

Dr. James Green

The Fine Art Staff Team
Sean Edwards: Second Year Tutor
Undo Things Done Installation the Welsh
Pavilion Venice Biennale 2019

My work investigates the sculptural and political potential of the everyday, often using remnants
and fragments of previous activities as a starting point. In many of the works there is a sense of
objects being in-progress, indeterminate and open to change. The work intertwines simple
sculptural objects, mixed media installations and audio visual components with personal family and
political histories.
I was recently awarded the 2020 Turner Prize Bursary for my installation Undo Things Done for the
Welsh Pavilion at the 2019 Venice Biennale, which addressed austerity, class, shame and loss. The
work responded to my own experiences of growing up on a council estate, and included a live radio
play performed every day for 7 months by my mother from Cardiff.
I graduated from Cardiff School of Art & Design before leaving to study at the Slade School of Fine
Art. I returned to Wales in 2005 where I continued to develop my own artistic practice and working
an offering professional development advice to emerging artists via artist-led space g39. In 2019 I
represented Wales at the 58th Venice Biennale and in 2021 my work will be exhibited as part of the
British Art Show.

David Fitzjohn: First Year Tutor / Admissions
Tutor

Wandering Star 2020. Distemper & Oil on
Canvas 107x96cm

I am interested in how art can interrogate the invisible. In my work I attempt to make tangible
something that doesn’t have physical form but holds power—something alien, supernatural, beyond
the corporeal. Humanity has been driven to attempt this for millennia, through depictions of deities:
human constructs of something beyond physical experience which have no concrete presence. I am
fascinated by this human need to realise form from the unknowable, and use the language of
abstraction to pursue the underlying potentiality embedded within these ideas. There is a
transfiguration that can occur in painting, particularly through the materiality of oil paint, that offers
a space of imagination beyond the purely physical: it is this that I try to reveal through painting.
These ideas originate in my contemplation of the enormity of the universe, whether it has a
structure, the insignificance of humanity and a sense of awe at the unknown; what does all this
mean and is it possible to comprehend? Considering all this, making paintings that attempt to
explore the idea of representing something that doesn’t exist in physical form somehow still seems
like a sensible endeavour.

Paul Granjon: Third Year Tutor
Mudbots Version 1.0 2018. Mud-powered
mobile machines

Paul Granjon's artworks investigate the co-evolution of humans and machines, how our relation with
technology changes what we are.
Paul makes robots and machines presented in exhibition and performances as well as participatory
events called Wrekshops or Factories where the public is invited to build temporary machines from
electronic waste. His work is exhibited widely since the late 1990's.
Paul represented Wales at the Venice Biennale 2005. Recent exhibitions include "Art Experiment",
Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow Russia, 2017 and "Prototipoak", Azkuna Art Centre,
Bilbao Spain, 2018.
More info at www.zprod.org

Dr James Green
Martian Father 2017. Acrylic on Board, 70 x
50cm

I was born in Tonypandy in The Mighty Rhondda Valleys in 1982, and grew up around planes,
helicopters and tanks living in different Air Force camps. I drew all the time.
My work is about the ways in which we think about and try to explain the world we live in. Religions,
rituals, science, maths, and magic are ways to explain ideas that are just beyond our grasp; such as
time travel, black holes, the beginning and end of the universe, ghosts and extra terrestrials. As well
as the disciplines mentioned above, art has been used from the beginning of human kind to explain,
and to sometimes control, these forces.
My work questions these ideas, and is often inspired by travelling to places such as Stone Henge,
Easter Island, Chichen Itza, Machu Picchu, Tenochtitlan and other archeological sites, and also
meeting with Witches, UFO Enthusiasts, Artists, and Mediums.

I am currently working on a study of Magic Soaps which I have collected from Latin America.
These links will take you to recent publication I have made about Magic Soap:
 Washing with the Gods for Raw Vision Journal
 Contemporary Market Magic for Local Mexico blog

Davida Hewlett
The World is a Weirdo Video Still

Davida grew up in Canada and Liverpool, completed her studies at Dartington College of Arts, and
now lives and works in Cardiff.
Her practice encompasses such diverse elements as touring site-specific pop songs and home alone /
low-fi videos, artist survival manuals, full scale musical extravaganzas and participatory events
including day time discos. Her work has been commissioned by, and shown at, many theatres, clubs,
festivals and arts galleries across the UK and internationally.
Current Research
Research and discourse surrounding the systems, processes, and conditions involved in the
production of art work, and the integration of life and art, combined with a process-based approach
are partly tactical survival strategies, but nevertheless, underpin Davida’s practice, research, and
pedagogical approaches.

Professor Andre Stitt
New Town Reclamation 2018

Born in Belfast, N. Ireland in 1958, Stitt has worked as an experimental artist since 1976 creating
hundreds of unique works at major galleries, alternative venues and sites specific throughout the
world.

A predominate theme in his artistic output is that of communities and their dissolution often relating
to civil conflict and art as a redemptive proposition.
His reputation was founded on his international career as a performance artist, although he
originally trained as a painter. In recent years he has re-focused on the materials, processes and
performance of painting.
He is Professor of Interdisciplinary Art at Cardiff School of Art & Design, Cardiff. Metropolitan
University, Wales, UK.
Stitt was director of trace: Installaction Artspace in Cardiff from 2000-2010 initiating a robust
programme of international installation and performance work.
Stitt’s curatorial work includes Span2 International Project, London 2001, Flashes From The Archives
of Oblivion, Chapter, Cardiff 2007-08, RHWNT, Quebec 2003-04, Of Contradiction, Beijing 2005,
Trace Displaced, Tramway Glasgow 2008, the National Eisteddfod of Wales 2008 & Artspace, Sydney
2009.

2.

Pre-Entry Summer Tasks

In September you will be joining the BA (Hons) course in Fine Art at Cardiff School of Art & Design.
The First Year in Fine Art is going to be exceptionally busy and demanding of your time from the
outset. To prepare for this we have devised some required tasks that will need to be completed by
you over the summer. The work you make will be very important as you introduce yourself to the
staff and the other students in Fine Art over the first few weeks of term.
1. Keep a sketchbook / ideas book:
A sketchbook should be something like a diary, composed of drawings and images made in any
medium - they could be depictions of things seen or imagined, ideas, scribbled notes, monochrome
images, coloured images, collaged images, photographs. It is a personal memoir explained in visual
terms.
2. Make a set of at least 30 drawings from life.
By this we don’t mean ‘life drawings’ necessarily (though if you can attend a life-class that’s fine).
We want to see drawings directly from the object/ experience. These can be drawings of people,
buildings, landscapes, self – portraits, objects, etc. There is no restriction on subject or material just
that they are drawn from observation not from photographs. The drawings can be on separate
sheets or in a drawing book (this is not the same book as the sketch book mentioned above).
If this seems daunting take a look at how other artists have produced drawings. Consider the work of
Daumier, Auguste Rodin, Claes Oldenburg, Albrecht Dürer, Raphael, Leonardo Da Vinci,
Michelangelo, Watteau, LS Lowry, Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth, Mika Rottenberg, Le Corbusier,
Christo, Kathé Kollwitz, Giacometti, Paul Cézanne, Gwen John, Picasso, Rembrandt, Breughel, Paul
McCarthy, Albert Oehlen, Louise Bourgeois, Silvia Bächli, Georg Baselitz, Joseph Beuys, Louise
Bourgeois, Virginia Chihota, Marlene Dumas, Eva Hesse, Chris Ofili, Raymond Pettibon, Dr Lakara,
Utagawa Hiroshige, Kiki Smith, Cy Twombly, Mona Hatoum, to name .... well, hardly any really.
See if you can find a copy of ‘The drawing book’ by Tania Kovats (Black Dog Press).
3. Make a private Instagram account:
Make a private Instagram account and upload images of work you have made over the summer to it.
These can be anything you like, pages from your sketchbook, larger pieces, film clips etc.
Once you have made your account email David Fitzjohn dfitzjohn@cardiffmet.ac.uk with your name
and the Instagram account name. You need to do this before Monday 17th August. On Tuesday 18th
August you will be emailed a list of all the students participating in this Instagram project and you
will be able to ask to follow all of them and you can allow all of them to follow you. You will then be
able to see each others work and comment as the accounts grow each week.
4. Make two artworks for an Induction week exhibition:
Make two artworks for an Induction week exhibition that will introduce you to your year group and
the teaching staff. These works should represent your artistic interests and inspirations. They can be
presented in any medium. They may be two or three dimensional, in the form of paintings,
sculpture, film, photography, performance, etc. You choose!
Once you have made your works you need to photograph them 72dpi (or if it is a film send the film
as Mpeg file) and send the images along with the following information Title, Size / Duration,
Medium, to David Fitzjohn dfitzjohn@cardiffmet.ac.uk by Monday 14th September. Please make
sure your files are saved with your name as part of the title.

They will then be included in an online exhibition, which will be opened to everyone during
Induction week.
Reading List: The following books are recommended. If you are unable to source a copy before you
arrive, they are available to borrow from the university library once you have enrolled.






‘Ways of Seeing’, John Berger (Penguin Modern Classics)
‘Concepts of Modern Art’, Nico Stangos (ed.), (Thames and Hudson Ltd)
‘Contemporary Art: A very Short Introduction’, Julian Stallabrass (Oxford University
Press)
‘The Drawing Book’ ,Tania Kovats (Black Dog Press)
‘Curating from AtoZ’, Jens Hoffmann (JRP Ringier)

3.

Enrolment / Student MetCard Collection

Enrolment is an important process which confirms your status as a Student.
You can complete the online self-enrolment process from any computer through our Self Service
system. Please note that in order to self-enrol; your status must be Unconditional Firm (UF).
You will receive an email notifying you when you are eligible to enrol online. The email will direct you
to a password reset facility in order to request a password to be able to login and complete the
enrolment process. For information and guidance on this process please make sure you visit our
enrolment page – www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment.
This process is essential in that it will allow you access to your student loan (if applied for), payment
of fees, Cardiff Met’s IT systems and importantly enable you to obtain your Student MetCard.
You will also receive your Programme Handbook during your Induction Week. The Programme
Handbook is a vital manual through the Programme and should be retained for usage throughout your
course of study. Each academic year, additional information relating to that level will be provided.
The Handbook offers guidance on Rules, Regulations and Procedures; and guidance on learning for
practice with information on all modules to be undertaken and reading lists.
Enrolment for International Students from outside the EU
If you are an international student (from outside the EU) you will be required to submit some
documentation before receiving approval to enrol online. For more information about international
student enrolment and a list of documents you will need to submit, please access the international
student pages or contact the Immigration Compliance Team at immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk.
Library & Information Services
You will have access to Cardiff Met’s Library & Information Services soon after completing your online
enrolment. A confirmation email will be sent to you with your Cardiff Met login details. To see the
facilities and services available, please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library.
Your Student MetCard
Your MetCard gives you access to all main campus buildings and doors. You can also add money to
your MetCard to be able to access and pay at the self-service printers, copiers and Print Studio
services. For further benefits of MetCard please click here.
Fees
Tuition fees for full-time undergraduate degrees, and full-time Masters programmes for September
2020 entry have been set at £9,000 per year. For further information on tuition fees, please refer to
our Fee Tables. If your programme has any additional costs attached to it, they will be listed on
www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts. Please make sure you check these to make sure you are aware
of any additional costs associated with your course.
Details about fees for international students (from outside the EU) can be found here. You should
already be aware of these costs.

4.

Induction Week

Induction for all students within the School of Art and Design will commence on Monday 28th
September 2020. Your first term as a new student starts with Induction Week, where you will settle
into your accommodation, course and student life. Your Induction Week timetable is a schedule of
events designed to familiarise you with Cardiff Met, its facilities and your fellow students. You will be
given the chance to attend a range of events covering your programme, library services, IT, student
services and Students Union. You will also meet, and have a number of sessions, with your personal
tutor to make your academic transition as smooth as possible.

In line with the programme delivery information below, the Induction week will include activities
that are both synchronous (delivered at a scheduled time and led by a member of staff) and
asynchronous (activities designed and set by a member of staff but completed in your own time).
These activities will largely happen in online/ virtual environment spread throughout the induction
week; however, we are also planning activities to run on-campus where government restrictions
allow.

Your events and confirmed timetable are currently being finalised and will be uploaded as a separate
document on our New Students pages for you.

5.

Draft Timetable / Typical Attendance

You will typically be required to attend taught sessions on a Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
throughout the academic year. This may include lectures, seminars, workshops, and tutorials.
Wednesdays and Fridays are available for independent study although there may be some
workshops and inductions scheduled on these days at certain times throughout the year
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

AM

Taught Sessions

Taught Sessions

Taught Sessions

PM

Taught Sessions

Taught Sessions

Taught Sessions

Friday

We expect you to attend all scheduled taught sessions and workshops, to plan your work, organise
your own time and meet submission deadlines.
We understand that you may need to support your studies by taking-up paid employment. However,
notwithstanding your financial position or the demands of your employer, we are concerned that
you dedicate sufficient time to your studies. Any part-time employment commitments or additional
opportunities must be arranged around the timetable for the year.
In order to meet the expectations of your degree programme in Cardiff School of Art & Design, you
are expected to dedicate around 40 hours per week to your studies. It is recommended that you do
not engage in any part-time employment commitments or additional opportunities that would
prevent you from dedicating this amount of time to your studies, as this may impact negatively upon
your academic standing.
On average, twenty of these 40 hours will be included in timetabled lectures, seminars, tutorials,
studio or workshop sessions. You will be expected to contribute the remaining 20 hours to
independent study outside those timetabled sessions.

Welsh Language
Yma yn Ysgol Celf a Dylunio Caerdydd, mae yna gyfle i chi astudio hyd at draen (40 credid) o’ch cwrs
trwy'r Gymraeg. Mae’r ddarpariaeth, (sydd yn ychwanegol i’r Saesneg) yn eich cefnogi a gwaith pwnc
trwy gyfres o weithdai ymarferol gan diwtoriaid Cymraeg yn ogystal â chyfleoedd tiwtora unigol /
grŵp. Byddwch hefyd yn mwynhau cyfleoedd i gydweithio a myfyrwyr ar gyrsiau eraill yn ystod
modiwl Maes.
Wrth baratoi am waith ysgrifenedig (ar gyfer modiwl Cytser) cewch diwtorialau unigol a grŵp, yn
ogystal â darlithoedd sgiliau ysgrifennu academaidd Cymraeg. Cewch hefyd buddio drwy fynychu
nifer o weithgareddau a noddir gan y Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol Cymraeg, sef darlithoedd gwadd
gan artistiaid a dylunwyr proffesiynol, gweithdai a’r cyfle i gyfrannu at gyfres o arddangosfeydd.
Mae gan yr Ysgol gymuned o fyfyrwyr a staff sy’n siarad Cymraeg. Cynlluniwyd y ddarpariaeth yma
yn ofalus i sicrhau eich bod yn buddio o ddefnyddio’r Gymraeg gan hefyd fwynhau'r ystod o
gyfleoedd addysgiadol dwyieithog sydd ar gael.
Newyddion da! Mae cymorth ariannol ar gael i bob myfyriwr newydd sydd yn dewis astudio 40
credyd trwy gyfrwng y Gymraeg, sef yr Ysgoloriaeth Cymhelliant gwerth £500 punt pob blwyddyn
(£1500 dros dair blynedd).
Ceir rhagor o wybodaeth ar wefan y Coleg yn yr adran newyddion.
I ymgeisio, dylai darpar fyfyrwyr lenwi ffurflen gais ar wefan y Coleg.

At Cardiff School of Art and Design there is an opportunity to undertake up to one third of your first
year through the medium of Welsh. The provision, which is in addition to English Language delivery,
will support students in their Subject module through a range of practical workshops and one to one
and group tutorials run by Welsh Language staff.
During the Constellation module, you will receive individual and group tutorials, as well as academic
writing skills lectures in the medium of Welsh. You can also benefit from attending a number of
bilingual activities sponsored by the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol, including guest lectures by
professional artists and designers, workshops, along with the opportunity to participate in a series of
exhibitions.
The School has a community of Welsh speaking students and staff and this provision has been
carefully designed to ensure that you benefit from using the Welsh language whilst also enjoying the
broad range educational opportunities available.
Good news! Financial support is available to all new students who choose to study 40 credits
through the medium of Welsh in the form of a £500 pound annual Scholarship (£1500 over three
years).
More information is available in the news section of the Coleg website.
To apply for a scholarship, prospective students should complete an online form on the Coleg
website.

6.

Changes to the Course due to COVID-19

Any updates to your course following the effects of COVID-19, can be found on the following
webpage. Please make sure you check this page regularly for any further updates or changes, prior
to starting your course;
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx

Some of your induction is likely to be delivered online, sometimes using Microsoft Teams. We
recommend that you download the app to your phone, or visit the website in a browser to
familiarize yourself with how to use this platform.
If you do not have the facility at home to access this type of platform, or would have any difficulty in
doing so, please let us know.
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software

7.

Useful links

Timetable
This link will give you access to your confirmed timetable. You need to have enrolled before you can
access this link, and you will be contacted when the information is available.
Global Engagement
Advice and support for international students from outside the EU on making your visa application,
living in the UK, making accommodation arrangements and taking advantage of the Airport
Welcome Service. Global Engagement will provide welfare support and learning advice throughout
your course. Please also refer to our frequently asked questions http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx
Additional Course Costs
Additional costs are the mandatory or optional expenses, additional to tuition fees that need to be
paid for by students to fully participate and complete their studies. This covers such things as
equipment, trips, placements and DBS checks. Each programme has different additional costs.
Accommodation
Student residential contracts will start on 28th September 2020. However, due to social distancing
and to ensure the health and safety of you and our staff, arrivals for halls will be spread over a
number of days the week before. Once you have received and accepted your offer of
accommodation please watch out for an e mail letting you know when you will be able to move in.
Please note that internet access in halls will only be available for those who have completed the
enrolment process successfully. There will be a variety of events held throughout the Induction
period and throughout the 1st term, information of which will be sent to you by Accommodation
when confirmed
Student Services
For help during your time with us in relation to your health, welfare, lifestyle and future career. The
aim is to provide you with all the support you need to ensure your studies are as enjoyable and
successful as possible. Services also include counselling, disability and chaplaincy.
Student Finance
For information on Tuition Fee Loans and Maintenance Loans, non-repayable grants, bursaries and
scholarships that may be available.
Cardiff Met Sport & Facilities
Cardiff Met SU including SU Societies, SU Sports Clubs and the ability to access independent advice
and support
Term Dates
Campus Maps, Bike Shelters & Met Rider

Cardiff Met offers its own bus service called the Met Rider, for more information and to access the
application please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider. We also have Bicycle Storage shelters
on each campus, with changing and showers available. The shelters are secured and are only
accessed using your MetCard when you have requested permissions via the i-zone.
Virtual Tours
Have another look around our campus and facilities with our guided virtual tours
Student Handbook
Academic Handbook
Admissions Policy
Frequently Asked Questions
Complaints

