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Introduction  

Welcome Message 

 

Welcome Week starts at 10am on Monday 19th September and myself and my colleagues 

will look forward to meeting you again in our Fine Art studio, room B3.01e on the third floor 

of B-Block on the Llandaff campus. Please bring with you the summer project that we have 

asked you to complete as well as equipment to take written notes and for sketching. 

 

Starting University is very exciting. We have put together a series of activities and events to 

help you settle into your academic programme and get to know the University, your course 

and your new colleagues.  

 

The aim, therefore, of Welcome Week is to provide you with an opportunity to get involved 

with your chosen course of study right from the start.  

 

During Welcome Week you will be involved in a range of creative inquiry-based projects 

(please see the section on programme activities and projects for more details) designed to 

provide you with a taste of what you can expect during your studies at Cardiff Met.  

 

Welcome Week Objectives  

During Welcome Week you will be required to:  

 

1. Meet your academic course team, your Personal Tutor and the rest of your cohort 

 

2. Familiarise yourself with the university campus and facilities 

  

3. Attend social activities and events on campus or online 

 

4. Engage in a creative research-based task 
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5. Complete a problem-solving activity  

 

 

 

Personal Tutors 

 

Don’t worry though you will not be thrown in at the deep end! When you turn up for your 

first session (please see Welcome Week timetable for details) you will get to meet your 

Personal Tutor. Your Personal Tutor will provide academic support and guidance during your 

time of study at Cardiff Met.  

 

Please make sure that you attend the activities planned for your programme during Welcome 

Week, so you get to meet your Programme Directors, Tutors and the rest of your cohort.  

 

Finally, I hope you enjoy your time studying at the Cardiff Met and I look forward to meeting 

you during your course of study. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Sean Edwards  

Programme Director for Fine Art & Photography 
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Essential Information  

Programme Details 
 

It takes a rare and special ability to become a Fine Artist. You 
need both technical skill and creative insight to produce work 
that conveys an original perspective.  Over the next three 
years with us you will be given  the space, freedom and 
support to fully express your artistic vision. Choose your own journey - define your interests 
and practices and immerse yourself in exploration. 
 

On the course you will develop skills through an engagement with traditional materials and 
contemporary technologies within a studio practice culture. Both a strong art historical and 
broader contextual view of your work is a crucial as part of your evolution as an artist. 

Through blending material exploration, practice and philosophy, you will explore the 
intricate connections between theoretical and conceptual ideas and artistic intention. You 
will gain insights from diverse interdisciplinary contexts, engage with critical theory and 
learn to apply them through your work. 

The Fine Art team at Cardiff School of Art and Design is made up of practicing artists working 

across an array of media – some of us are painters and sculptors, whilst others work across 

disciplines such as performance and robotics. Our range of experience means we can 

prepare our students for many different aspects of the art world, including curation, book 

publishing, gallery management, fabrication, and of course maintaining a business as a 

freelance artist. 

 

The programme is deeply embedded into the arts community of Cardiff, and the wider UK, 

and we bring those connections to your studies through a range of visiting artists, and 

opportunities with external organisations, including work placements and public exhibitions.  

 

As well as being a tool for communication, Art can create social change. It can probe, 

question and spark debate, and through this it has the power to transform – from the way a 

single person thinks, to the attitudes of a whole society. Be ambitious, disciplined and 

motivated in your practice and you'll graduate with the skills, confidence and critical ability 

to continue your journey into the world with your own visual language that will shape the 

future.  

 

Take a look at what our recent graduate Rebecca Jones said about her time on the course 

HERE 

 
 

https://studentblogs.cardiffmet.ac.uk/how-studying-fine-art-at-cardiff-met-gave-me-the-tools-to-kickstart-my-practice/
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Programme Schedule 
 

The course is a three-year full-time programme of study, and is split into terms as shown 

below. It’s important to remember  that in order to fulfil the requirements of the full time 

course you need to contribute a large numbers of hours to the course per week, we usually 

recommend approx. 40 hours per week, this will vary and is often balanced with part time 

jobs, but do remember you shouldn’t schedule any PT work during your taught sessions. You’ll 

see that your taught timetable runs on a Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, but you should try 

and ensure additional time on site in the studio or workshop developing and improving your 

project work, or accessing the library resources, other workshops and IT facilities. This 

timetable will be fully explained to you in your Welcome week. 

 

The curriculum is made up of three clear components informally known as: Subject, Field, 

and Constellation.   

 Subject grounds students as photographers. These modules provide a space in which 

students can hone their knowledge, skills, and understanding with specific regard to 

photography.   

 Field modules provide students with opportunities to collaborate with others and 

explore new skills and experiences with which to further their individual specialist 

practice. 

 Constellation provides contextual, theoretical, and historical underpinning that 

encourages students to position their practice within transdisciplinary contexts and 

to challenge the perceived boundaries of their specialist discipline. 

 

What your weekly timetable looks like: 
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What your academic year looks like: 

 

 

 

Part-Time Students 
 

Whilst full-time students should participate in everything during Welcome Week, we 

recognise that you may not be able to do so because of your other commitments, and we 

understand this.  

 

Talk with your Personal Tutor about which Welcome Week activities will be most valuable for 

you and see what you can manage. You will be welcome to join in all events during the week, 

as and when you can. Do, though, ensure that you have registered, and done the required 

paperwork before attending any events. 

 

As a part-time student you should discuss your pattern of attendance when the academic 

timetable starts in the first week of term with the Year Tutor. 

 

International Students 
 

We understand that international students will have many obligations and paperwork to 

complete when they arrive in the U.K and The Global Student Advisory Service offers support 

to international students at Cardiff Met by providing support pre-arrival and throughout their 

studies. 

 

Global Student Advisory Support  

International - Welcome (sharepoint.com) 

https://outlookuwicac.sharepoint.com/sites/international/SitePages/Welfare/home.aspx


 

7 
 

Global Student Advisory Service International Welfare 

Advice  

International Academic Advice International 

Academic Advice  

 

Global Student Advisory Contacts 

Welfare and immigration advice – intstudentadvice@cardiffmet.ac.uk 

International Academic Advice – intacademicadvice@cadiffmet.ac.uk 

It is also important that you attend the activities planned for your course during Welcome 

Week, so you get to meet your Programme Directors, Tutors and the rest of your cohort. This 

will help you to settle into your new environment and make new friends.  

Meet the Team 

 
 
 
 
 

*Insert photo 

he 

Undo Things Done Installation the Welsh 

Pavilion Venice Biennale 2019 

* Sean Edwards: Director of Programmes 

Fine Art       

My work investigates the sculptural and 

political potential of the everyday, often 

using remnants and fragments of previous 

activities as a starting point. In many of the 

works there is a sense of objects being in-

progress, indeterminate and open to 

change. The work intertwines simple 

sculptural objects, mixed media 

installations and audio-visual components 

with personal family and political histories. 

I was recently awarded the 2020 Turner 

Prize Bursary for my installation Undo 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/currentstudents/Pages/International-Welfare-Advice.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/currentstudents/Pages/International-Welfare-Advice.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/currentstudents/international-academic-advice/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/currentstudents/international-academic-advice/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:intstudentadvice@cardiffmet.ac.uk
mailto:intacademicadvice@cadiffmet.ac.uk
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Things Done for the Welsh Pavilion at the 

2019 Venice Biennale, which addressed 

austerity, class, shame and loss. The work 

responded to my own experiences of 

growing up on a council estate, and 

included a live radio play performed every 

day for 7 months by my mother from 

Cardiff.  

I graduated from Cardiff School of Art & 

Design before leaving to study at the Slade 

School of Fine Art. I returned to Wales in 

2005 where I continued to develop my own 

artistic practice and working an offering 

professional development advice to 

emerging artists via artist-led space g39.  In 

2019 I represented Wales at the 58th Venice 

Bienalle and in 2021 my work will be 

exhibited as part of the British Art Show.  

 

 

Wandering Star 2020. Distemper & Oil on 

Canvas 107x96cm 

 

David Fitzjohn: First Year Tutor / 

Admissions Tutor             

I am interested in how art can interrogate 

the invisible. In my work I attempt to make 

tangible something that doesn’t have 

physical form but holds power—something 

alien, supernatural, beyond the corporeal. 

Humanity has been driven to attempt this 

for millennia, through depictions of deities: 

human constructs of something beyond 

physical experience which have no concrete 

presence.  I am fascinated by this human 
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need to realise form from the unknowable 

and use the language of abstraction to 

pursue the underlying potentiality 

embedded within these ideas. There is a 

transfiguration that can occur in painting, 

particularly through the materiality of oil 

paint, that offers a space of imagination 

beyond the purely physical: it is this that I 

try to reveal through painting. These ideas 

originate in my contemplation of the 

enormity of the universe, whether it has a 

structure, the insignificance of humanity 

and a sense of awe at the unknown; what 

does all this mean and is it possible to 

comprehend? Considering all this, making 

paintings that attempt to explore the idea 

of representing something that doesn’t 

exist in physical form somehow still seems 

like a sensible endeavour. 

 

Mudbots Version 1.0 2018. Mud-powered 

mobile machines 

 

Paul Granjon: Third Year Tutor 

Paul Granjon's artworks investigate the co-

evolution of humans and machines, how 

our relation with technology changes what 

we are. 

Paul makes robots and machines presented 

in exhibition and performances as well as 

participatory events called Wrekshops or 

Factories where the public is invited to 

build temporary machines from electronic 

waste. His work is exhibited widely since 

the late 1990's. 
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Paul represented Wales at the Venice 

Biennale 2005. Recent exhibitions include 

"Art Experiment", Garage Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Moscow Russia, 2017 

and "Prototipoak", Azkuna Art Centre, 

Bilbao Spain, 2018. 

More info at www.zprod.org  

 

 

The World is a Weirdo Video Still 

 

Davida Hewlett Second Year Tutor  

Davida grew up in Canada and Liverpool, 

completed her studies at Dartington 

College of Arts, and now lives and works in 

Cardiff. 

Her practice encompasses such diverse 

elements as touring site-specific pop songs 

and home alone / low-fi videos, artist 

survival manuals, full scale musical 

extravaganzas and participatory events 

including day time discos. Her work has 

been commissioned by, and shown at, 

many theatres, clubs, festivals and arts 

galleries across the UK and internationally.  

Current Research 

Research and discourse surrounding the 

systems, processes, and conditions 

involved in the production of art work, and 

the integration of life and art, combined 

with a process-based approach are partly 

tactical survival strategies, but 

nevertheless, underpin Davida’s practice, 

research, and pedagogical approaches. 

http://www.zprod.org/
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New Town Reclamation 2018 

 

Professor Andre Stitt  

Born in Belfast, N. Ireland in 1958, Stitt has 

worked as an experimental artist since 1976 

creating hundreds of unique works at major 

galleries, alternative venues and sites 

specific throughout the world. 

A predominate theme in his artistic output 

is that of communities and their dissolution 

often relating to civil conflict and art as a 

redemptive proposition. 

His reputation was founded on his 

international career as a performance 

artist, although he originally trained as a 

painter. In recent years he has re-focused on 

the materials, processes and performance 

of painting. 

He is Professor of Interdisciplinary Art at 

Cardiff School of Art & Design, Cardiff. 

Metropolitan University, Wales, UK. 

Stitt was director of trace: Installaction 

Artspace in Cardiff from 2000-2010 

initiating a robust programme of 

international installation and performance 

work. 

Stitt’s curatorial work includes Span2 

International Project, London 2001, Flashes 

From The Archives of Oblivion, Chapter, 

Cardiff 2007-08, RHWNT, Quebec 2003-04, 

Of Contradiction, Beijing 2005, Trace 

Displaced, Tramway Glasgow 2008, the 
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National Eisteddfod of Wales 2008 & 

Artspace, Sydney 2009.  
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Welcome Week 

What to expect 
 

During the week you will complete a creative inquiry-based 

project, which you will undertake with a group of other new 

students from your programme, supported by academic 

and technical staff.  

 

At the end of the week, we will also give you some feedback on the strengths of your group’s 

approach, sharing and celebrating what we have discovered together.  

 

There will be an introduction to your new School and Programme and lots of fun activities to 

help you meet new people.  

 

You will also need to complete a bit of administration, check-in so that we know who is doing 

what and when, complete any outstanding registration matters, pick up University ID and 

Students’ Union cards, complete papers to help ensure your safety, and touch base with any 

specialised support services that you need.  

 

Here’s what Cardiff Met students enjoyed about Welcome Week 

 

“Helped me settle in and took the pressure off travelling to a new place” 

 

“The group projects to find out about our peers was a nice way of getting to know everyone” 

 

“Helpful to chat informally to the Programme Director and chat about random things to help 

settle in” 
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Programme Activities and Projects  
Over the week you will be introduced to the academic 
and technical staff in Fine Art. On the first morning we 
will introduce your first Module, outlining the project 
choices you will have to make by Wednesday and answer 
any questions you have.  

As the week progresses you will be developing the Three 
Spaces work you made for the Summer Project through 
ideas workshops and working in groups as you begin to explore the studio facilities 
and get to know the other students in your year group.  

 

1. Three Spaces 

Chose three distinct spaces. 

A space of the past; a space of your present & a space of the future. The spaces can 
be real or virtual, from your own experience or your imagination.  

We want you to explore each space in turn. 

Your exploration of the space needs to be thorough and far reaching, start by making 
a series of drawings of the space and then develop these initial drawings through a 
range of materials of your choice. (e.g., photographs, paint, written texts, rubbings, 
card sculpture).  

Finally use this research to make three final pieces of work one for each of your three 
spaces. 

These works can be presented in any medium. They may be two, three or four (filmic 
virtual) dimensional, in the form of paintings, sculpture, film, photography, 
performance, etc.  You choose!  
 

Freshers’ Fayre 
 

The Freshers’ Fayre, organised by the Students’ Union, is your first chance to meet to all our 

SU Societies, SU Sports Teams and of course a chance to grab all manner of freebies from our 

commercial partners! The fayre is an all-day event taking place on Wednesday 21/09/2022 

within NIAC on the Cyncoed campus! It is one of the highlights of the Freshers calendar and 

one of the only times during your university journey that every student from all Cardiff Met 

schools will be in the same place! 

 

Head over to the Cardiff Met Students’ Union website for up-to-date information on events, 

societies, support and more.  

mailto:https://www.cardiffmetsu.co.uk/
mailto:https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/about/sport/Pages/National-Indoor-Athletics-Centre-(NIAC).aspx
mailto:https://www.cardiffmetsu.co.uk/
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Your Welcome Week Timetable  
Please note that this timetable is an indication of the activities that you can expect during 

Welcome Week and that this may be subject to change. 

 

If you are not sure where to be at any time during Welcome Week, then Cardiff School of 
Art & Design (CSAD) Receptionist Sally Griffiths will be available to help with any enquiries. 
Sally can be found at the CSAD reception desk on the ground floor of B-Block during normal 
office hours. 
 
 

Mon

Programme 
Activity  10-12

•Welcome

•Meet the Staff

•Timetable

•Icebreakers

•Plan for week

•Pre-Entry Task

•Expectations

Lunch/ Campus 
Activities  

12-2

Personal Tutor  
Activity 2-4

•P.T. Group 
Meeting

•Book 1-1 PT 
meet

•Q&A

•Campus Tour

Tues

Programme 
Activity 10-12

•Into to project 
based task

•Allocation of 
project groups

•Q&A

•Project work

•Personal 
Tutorials

Lunch/ Campus 
Activities

12-2

Programme 
Activity 2-4

•Project

Weds

Freshers Fayre

Social Activities

Thurs

Programme 
Activity 10-12

•Project

Hub Welcome 
11-12

Lunch/ Campus 
Activities 

12-2

Programme 
Activity 2-4

•Project

Fri

Programme 
Activity 10-12

•Group 
Presentation 
on Project 

•Feedbcak 
session

•Transition  
Evalutaion

•Check In for 
Week 1

Lunch/ Campus 
Activities

12-2

Orientation 

Free time to 
explore Cardiff 

/local area.
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Personal Welcome Week Checklist  
 

During Welcome Week you need to make sure that you have completed the 

following tasks:  

 

 Complete enrolment process 

 Collect student ID card 

 Attend programme activity session  

 Attend some social events on campus/online 

 Attend Fresher’s Fayre  

 Meet your Personal Tutor 

 Take part in the Met Mile Walk 

 Familiarise yourself with the Library and Student Support Services 

 
 
 

Useful Information 

New Students Information  
 
The Course Joining Information website has lots of useful information to help with your 

planning. Simply select your level of entry on the website to find out more and access your 

important joining information.  

 
Student Services  
 
Student Services provide support and guidance, including counselling and mental health, 

disability support, and money management.  
 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/default.aspx
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SU Welcome Guide  
 
An interactive guide to help you navigate your journey into and throughout your university 

life. Take the tour and enjoy each section designed to help you get to know Cardiff Met.  

 

What you need to know before you go 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Calendar 2022/23 
 

Academic Calendar 2022/2023 

 
  

https://www.cardiffmetsu.co.uk/what_to_know_before_you_go/
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/Documents/Term%20Dates%202022-2023%208.4.22.pdf
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Campus Map  
 

 
 

Fine Art Studio: We are 
here, third floor,  

studio B3.01e in B Block  
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Useful Contact Numbers  
 

Accommodation Services – 029 2041 6188/9 

Enrolment – 029 20 205669 

Finance & Tuition Fees – 029 20 41 6083/6081 

Home Admissions – 029 2041 6010 

International Admissions – 029 20 41 6045 

IT Helpdesk – 029 20 41 7000 

I-Zone Cyncoed – 029 2020 5460 

I-Zone Llandaff – 029 2020 5600 

Learning Centre Cyncoed – 029 20 41 6242 

Learning Centre Llandaff – 029 20 41 6244 

Switchboard – 029 20 41 6070 

Sports Facilities – 029 20 41 6042 

Student Service – 029 20 41 6170 

Students Union – 029 20 41 6190 

 


