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Context:  
In September you will be joining the BA (Hons) course in Fine Art at Cardiff School of Art & Design. 
The First Year in Fine Art is going to be exceptionally busy and demanding of your time from the 
outset. To prepare for this we have devised some required tasks that will need to be completed by you 
over the summer.  The work you make will be very important as you introduce yourself to the staff and 
the other students in Fine Art over the first week of term. 
 
Please complete the tasks listed below in preparation for the course start in September: 

 

Brief: 

1. Three Spaces 
Chose three distinct spaces. 
A space of the past; a space of your present & a space of the future. The spaces can be real or virtual, 
from your own experience or your imagination.  
We want you to explore each space in turn. 
Your exploration of the space needs to be thorough and far reaching, start by making a series of 
drawings of the space and then develop these initial drawings through a range of materials of your 
choice. (e.g., photographs, paint, written texts, rubbings, card sculpture).  
Finally use this research to make three final pieces of work one for each of your three spaces. 
These works can be presented in any medium. They may be two, three or four (filmic virtual) 
dimensional, in the form of paintings, sculpture, film, photography, performance, etc.  You choose! 
These three final works will be presented to the year group and staff during Induction Week. 
 
2. L4 Instagram 
Most students like to share their work via Instagram, and we encourage this. Once on the course your 
year-group will decide if they wish to make an exclusive feed. In the meantime, you can share the work 
you are making with all the year group by tagging your posts with #L4fineartcsad2023 and by 
following the hashtag, you will see the work of the rest of the year-group. 
As you progress as an artist, we recommend you make a new Instagram account that is only to be 
used for your work. This way you can keep your personal life separate from your art profile. Use this 
account as an artistic visual diary and upload images of work you are making/ have made; things you 
find interesting, (objects, images, film-clips, artworks in galleries etc), basically, anything that interests 
you artistically, upload it.  
The Instagram accounts will be used during Induction week as part of the induction activities to 
introduce your work to the fine art staff and other students. It is also a great way for you to connect with 
other students in your year before you arrive in Cardiff. You should follow the Fine Art insatgram 
account @csadfineart 
 
3. Keep a sketchbook / ideas book: 
If you don’t already you should begin keeping a sketchbook. A sketchbook should be something like a 
diary, composed of drawings and images made in any medium - they could be depictions of things 
seen or imagined, ideas, scribbled notes, monochrome images, coloured images, collaged images, 
photographs.  It is a personal memoir explained in visual terms. Sketchbooks will become a part of 
your submitted documents to show how your visual research develops over your course. Finding your 
own ways of using these important tools will be critical to your time here and as a practicing artist.  
 
4. Looking: 
There is a mass of documentaries and films about art and artists on the internet. You probably already 
research artists and ideas in this way but to start with try and watch some of these. This is what we call 
‘contextual research’ and researching artists and contexts forms a part of the assessed components of 
your course. Make a note of any artists you are interested in your sketchbook/notebooks over the 
summer.  
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Deliverables: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submission: 

Don’t forget to include the following: 
 

• Your name: 

• Your Course title: 

• Project Title and Date: Summer Project 2023 
 
 

• Bring the project with you for the start of Welcome Week on Monday 
18th September 
 

 If you need any help or advice on how to complete this task, please send an email 

to our school administration team stating the name of the course you are about to 

join and the questions you want to ask to the following email address: 

csadadmin@cardiffmet.ac.uk  

 

 

Online Resources   

 

Ryan Gander The Art of Everything: The Culture Show 2014 
Part One 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcJgHyVaEkY 
Part Two 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TS_CvIi1s_g&t=6s 
 
Tate Shots: 
An amazing resource of artist interviews and much much more! 
https://www.youtube.com/user/tate 
 

Notes: 

You can use this blank page to make your own notes: 
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