
Hello 
 
Welcome to the Master of Research in Art & Design (MRes) programme. 
 
I am Steve and I’m the Lead Tutor for the MRes programme at Cardiff School 
of Art & Design.  I am also the Graduate Studies Coordinator (PhD and 
ProfDoc) for the School.  
 
You can find a picture and brief bio of me here: 
http://cardiff-school-of-art-and-design.org/staff/stephenthompson/ 
 
The MRes is designed to be built around the people who study it, in other 
words its flavour will be shaped each year by its participants and their 
research and professional interests and concerns. This is obviously exciting 
and creates a very personal atmosphere and sense of individual attention, 
there will be lots of tutorials based around one-to-one conversations and also 
lots of group discussions. 
 
You can find the joining pack for the course using this link:  
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/newstudents 
 
By now, if you have self-enrolled, you should have had your starting 
information. Your induction to the programme kicks off on the Wednesday 
22nd September at 9.50am with an online meeting through Microsoft Teams 

for a brief Library induction for all Masters students, followed by an 
introduction to the federal Masters’ scheme within which the programme sits. 
There is no need for you to be on campus for this meeting. You can join that 
meeting by following this link: 
 
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_NDc1N2RkMzEtODIyOC00MTIwLWExNmEtN2FiZGJiM
mE3ZTUz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22189dc61c-769b-
4048-8b0f-6de074bba26c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c953cc70-bba1-41f6-
bb1d-383bb5d05213%22%7d 
 
The following day we will meet as an MRes group on Thursday 23rd 
September at 10.30am to say “Hello” to one another and sort out any admin 
and questions. I will send you an invite to this meeting nearer the time. 
 
Our first proper day of teaching is the following week on Thursday 30th 
September at 10.30am. 
 
These meetings will be conducted via Microsoft Teams. To start with we will 
all be working together around a virtual table that will stretch around the 
globe! When it is safe and possible for us to all meet, you might in any case 
elect to continue to study and join us online.  
 
We will be using Microsoft Teams. It is free to download and works on both 
PC and Mac or can be accessed through a web browser. However, we have 
found that web version is sometimes not so good as the app version so it is 
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worth downloading. You can use Teams to attend seminars, read and share 
documents, find recordings of previous events, and there is also a chat facility 
which is a really useful way to contact me.  
 
If you like you can become a Teams expert by watching online tutorials such 
as this: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKnV6H6wbNA  
 
But if you download the Teams app and sign in with your University 
account you will soon learn your way around it. Invites to seminars will follow 
and will appear in your teams and MS Outlook calendar. 
 
Please also take some time to visit our ‘what to know before you go’ resource. 
This is full of tips, information, ideas and advice for both your university life 
and living in and around Cardiff: What To Know Before You Go 
(cardiffmetsu.co.uk)  
 
If you have any questions, please get in touch. My email is: 
sthompson@cardiffmet.ac.uk 

 
Steve 
 
Dr Stephen Thompson 
Cardiff School of Art & Design 
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