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1. Welcome from your Teaching Team 

 

Welcome to Cardiff Metropolitan University!  As a student on one of our MA Humanities 

Programmes in English Literature and Creative Writing you will be studying in the Humanities 

Department at Cardiff School of Education and Social Policy. Your teaching team are research active 

and industry experts. As a result you will receive research and industry informed teaching from 

scholars who are leaders in their specialist fields. The work of the English Literature and Creative 

Writing team ranges from late-eighteenth century to twenty-first writing and literary form. Interests 

include: 

 

 Folklore 

 Experimental Writing 

 Science and literature 

 Applications of writing practice 

 Writing and healthcare 

 Scriptwriting 

 Writing for children 

 Romanticism and the visual arts 

 Gender and sexuality 

 Modernism 

 Contemporary British and American poetry and fiction 

 Fantasy Literature 

 Writing fiction 

 Writing poetry 

 

In addition to your taught sessions there will be informal opportunities such as open mic nights and 

careers events throughout the year.  With the academic support of your Personal Tutor and 

additional support from Student Services we intend to enable you to gain an MA qualification that 

provides you with the creative and critical skills to advance into further study at PhD level, to enter 

into your chosen profession or to gain personal development.  We look forward to meeting you 

soon. Until then why not follow us on Twitter to see what we have been up to? 

 

With warm wishes, 

Dr Elizabeth English 

 

Programme Director 

@Humanities_CMet 

@E_C_English 
  



 

2. Pre-Entry Summer Tasks 

Preliminary Reading List for the Autumn term (full reading lists will follow) 
 

Literary and Critical Arts Research Method 

Essential: 

Griffin, G. (ed.) (2013 edition) Research Methods for English Studies. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press.  

Kroll, J. and Harper, G. (eds) (2013) Research Methods in Creative Writing. London: Palgrave. 

 

Additional:  

Cook, J. (ed) (20014) Poetry in Theory London: Blackwell 

Macey, D. (2001) The Penguin Dictionary of Critical Theory (London: Penguin). 

Selden, R., Widdowson, P., and Brooker, P. (2005) A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory. 

5th Edition (Harlow: Pearson Longman), 

 

“Juvenille Trash”: Rethinking Genre Fiction (OPTIONAL MODULE) 

This module requires weekly reading of set texts. We will be using these texts to explore the way 

in which different genres operate and to develop our own creative experiments with these forms.  

See below for a longer indicative syllabus. Please feel free to use any edition. We recommend 

having your own hard copy if possible.  

Required: 
Attebery, B. (1992) Strategies of Fantasy. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, pp. 12-17. 
Available as PDF on Moodle and handout. 
  
Mitchell, D. ‘Separating literary and genre fiction is an act of “self-mutilation”’. Available at: 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/booksblog/2015/nov/10/david-mitchell-and-literary-
and-genre-fiction-world-fantasy award. 
 
Atwood, M. (2017 [1985]) The Handmaid’s Tale. London: Vintage 

Butler, O. (2018 [1979]) Kindred. London: Headline 

Highsmith, P. (2010 [1952] The Price of Salt (Carol). London: Bloomsbury 

Dick, P. K. (2007 [1968]), Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?. New York: Penguin 

King, S. (2011 [1987]) Misery. London: Hodder 

Waters, S. (2002) Fingersmith. London: Virago 

 

https://www.the/


 

Recommended: 

Duff, D. (ed.) 2000, ‘Introduction’, Modern Genre Theory. Harlow: Longman, pp. 1-24. 

Available as PDF on Moodle. 

Jackson, R.  (1981). Fantasy: the Literature of Subversion. London: Methuen.  (ONLINE at 

Cardiff Met Search) 

James, E. and Mendlesohn, F. (eds) (2003) The Cambridge Companion to Science Fiction. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

James, E. and Mendlesohn, F. (eds) (2012) The Cambridge Companion to Fantasy Literature. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Priestman, M. (ed.) (2003). The Cambridge Companion to Crime Fiction. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.  

Wisker, G. (2010) Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale: A Reader’s Guide. London: Continuum. 

Yaszek, L. (2003) ‘ “A Grim Fantasy”: Remaking American History in Octavia Butler’s Kindred’, 

Signs, 28 (4), pp. 1053-1066. 

 

Summer English Literature Task 

Students are invited to tell us about a critic or thinker whose work has had an impact on them and 

their study of literature. Tweet the name and author of the book to @Humanities_CMet using the 

hashtag #CMetEnglish. Tell us how this critic has influenced you! We hope this will give you a chance 

to interact with our team and other students before term starts 

  



 

3. Enrolment / Student MetCard Collection 

 

Enrolment is an important process which confirms your status as a Student. 
You can complete the online self-enrolment process from any computer through our Self Service 
system.  Please note that in order to self-enrol; your status must be Unconditional Firm (UF). 
 
You will receive an email notifying you when you are eligible to enrol online.  The email will direct you 
to a password reset facility in order to request a password to be able to login and complete the 
enrolment process.  For information and guidance on this process please make sure you visit our 
enrolment page – www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment. 
 
This process is essential in that it will allow you access to your student loan (if applied for), payment 
of fees, Cardiff Met’s IT systems and importantly enable you to obtain your Student MetCard. 
 
You will also receive your Programme Handbook during your Induction Week.  The Programme 

Handbook is a vital manual through the Programme and should be retained for usage throughout your 

course of study.  Each academic year, additional information relating to that level will be provided.  

The Handbook offers guidance on Rules, Regulations and Procedures; and guidance on learning for 

practice with information on all modules to be undertaken and reading lists. 

Enrolment for International Students from outside the EU 
If you are an international student (from outside the EU) you will be required to submit some 
documentation before receiving approval to enrol online.  For more information about international 
student enrolment and a list of documents you will need to submit, please access the international 
student pages or contact the Immigration Compliance Team at immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk. 

Library & Information Services 
You will have access to Cardiff Met’s Library & Information Services soon after completing your online 
enrolment.  A confirmation email will be sent to you with your Cardiff Met login details.  To see the 
facilities and services available, please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library. 
 
Your Student MetCard 
Your MetCard gives you access to all main campus buildings and doors.  You can also add money to 
your MetCard to be able to access and pay at the self-service printers, copiers and Print Studio 
services.  For further benefits of MetCard please click here. 
 
Fees 
Tuition fees for full-time undergraduate degrees, and full-time Masters programmes for September 

2020 entry have been set at £9,000 per year.  For further information on tuition fees, please refer to 

our Fee Tables.  If your programme has any additional costs attached to it, they will be listed on 

www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts.  Please make sure you check these to make sure you are aware 

of any additional costs associated with your course. 

 
Details about fees for international students (from outside the EU) can be found here.  You should 
already be aware of these costs. 
  

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/enrolment
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/Enrolment.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/Enrolment.aspx
mailto:immigrationregs@cardiffmet.ac.uk
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/library
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Documents/Student%20Card%20Poster_Layout%201.pdf
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Documents/2020-2021-Fee-Tables.pdf
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/additionalcosts
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/applying/Pages/Fees-and-Money-Matters.aspx


 

4. Draft Timetable / Typical Attendance 

English Literature - Full Time Pathway  
(please note that the timetable is subject to confirmation) 
 
Year 1 
 

 Monday 5pm-8pm Wed 5pm-8pm 

Term 1 HMX7018 “Juvenile 
Trash”: Rethinking 
Genre Fiction (30 
credits)  

 

HMX7017 Literary and Critical Arts Research Methods (30 credits) is taught across four 
Saturdays (10am-2pm) in term 1 (dates tbc). 

Term 2 HMX7019 Space, 
Environment and 
Modernity (30 
credits) 

HMX7021 Contesting Identities: Gender and 
Sexuality in Literature (30 credits) 

Term 3  HMX7026 Dissertation (60 credits) 

 
 
English Literature - Part Time Pathway  
(please note that the timetable is subject to confirmation) 
 
Year 1 
 

 Monday 5pm-8pm Wed 5pm-8pm 

Term 1   

HMX7017 Literary and Critical Arts Research Methods (30 credits) is taught across four 
Saturdays (10am-2pm) in term 1 (dates tbc). 

Term 2 HMX7019 Space, 
Environment and 
Modernity (30 
credits) 

 

 
Year 2  
 

 Monday 5pm-8pm Wednesday 5-8pm 

Term 1 HMX7018 “Juvenile 
Trash”: Rethinking 
Genre Fiction (30 
credits)  
 

 

Term 2  HMX7021 Contesting Identities: Gender and 
Sexuality in Literature (30 credits) 

Term 3  HMX7026 Dissertation (60 credits) 

 
 
 
 
  



 

In HMX7018 “Juvenile Trash”: Rethinking Genre Fiction you will: 
 

 Evaluate the aesthetics and politics of genre fiction; 

 Critically analyse, and have the opportunity to write within, a selection of genres, including 
fantasy, science fiction, speculative fiction, crime fiction, historical fiction, romance, and 
children’s literature; 

 Engage with recent scholarship on these genres. 
 
Indicative syllabus (please note these texts may change): 
 
Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale 
Walter Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress (1990) 
Octavia Butler, Do Androids Dream of Electic Sheep? (1968) 
Patricia Highsmith, The Price of Salt (1952) 
Stephen King, Misery (1982) 
Shirley Jackson, The Haunting of Hill House (1959) 
Andrea Lawlor, Paul Takes the Form of a Mortal Girl (2020) 
Sarah Waters, Fingersmith (2002) 
Working and writing with archives 
 
 
In HMX7019 Space, Environment and Modernity you will: 
 

 Examine how literature reflects and shapes the way we see the landscape and the 
environment; 

 Consider literature’s responsibility for the production of concepts of the countryside and the 
city from the early nineteenth century to the contemporary 

 Engage with pre- and post-1900 literary works that cover a broad historical range of spaces 
and landscapes; 

 Examine the interrelation of aesthetic, cultural and social practices in representations of the 
landscape and the environment; 

 Analyse intellectual, cultural, historical and sociological pressures underlying the various 
responses to the landscape and the environment. 

 
Indicative syllabus (please note these texts may change): 
 
Most of the texts we look at in the first half of the module are from Wu, D. (2006) Romanticism: An 
Anthology 3rd ed. Oxford: Blackwell. 
 
William Wordsworth, select poetry 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, select poetry 
William Gilpin, select poetry 
John Clare, select poetry 
William Blake, select poetry 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, select poetry 
Joseph Conrad, The Secret Agent (1907) 
James Joyce, Ulysses (three chapters) (1922) 
Djuna Barnes, Nightwood (1936) 
Sam Selvon, The Lonely Londoners (1956) 
Clarice Lispector, Hour of the Star (1977) 
Guy Gunaratne, In Our Mad and Furious City (2018) 



 

 
In HMX7021 Contesting Identities: Gender and Sexuality in Literature you will: 
 

 Examine the shifting paradigms of gender and sexual identities from the late 19th century to 

the present, with reference to social, cultural and political changes, through a range of texts 

and theoretical frameworks. 

 
Indicative syllabus (please note these texts may change): 
 
Charlotte Perkins Gilman's 'The Yellow Wallpaper' (1892)  

Virginia Woolf’s Orlando: A Biography (1928) 

Nella Larsen’s Passing (1929) 

Carson McCullers’ The Member of the Wedding (1946)  

Angela Carter’s The Magic Toyshop (1967) 

Alan Hollinghurst’s The Spell (1998) 

Jackie Kay’s Trumpet (1998) 

Jeanette Winterson’s The Powerbook (2000) 

Alison Bechdel’s Fun Home (2006) 
  



 

5. Changes to the Course due to COVID-19 

 

Any updates to your course following the effects of COVID-19, can be found on the following 

webpage. Please make sure you check this page regularly for any further updates or changes, prior 

to starting your course;  

 

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx 

 

 

Some of your induction is likely to be delivered online, sometimes using Microsoft Teams. We 

recommend that you download the app to your phone, or visit the website in a browser to 

familiarize yourself with how to use this platform.  

 

If you do not have the facility at home to access this type of platform, or would have any difficulty in 

doing so, please let us know.  

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software 
  

https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/newstudents/Pages/Programme-Updates.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/microsoft-365/microsoft-teams/group-chat-software


 

6. Useful links 

 
Timetable 
This link will give you access to your confirmed timetable.  You need to have enrolled before you can 
access this link, and you will be contacted when the information is available. 
 
Global Engagement 

Advice and support for international students from outside the EU on making your visa application, 
living in the UK, making accommodation arrangements and taking advantage of the Airport 
Welcome Service. Global Engagement will provide welfare support and learning advice throughout 
your course. Please also refer to our frequently asked questions - 
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx 
 

Additional Course Costs 

Additional costs are the mandatory or optional expenses, additional to tuition fees that need to be 

paid for by students to fully participate and complete their studies.  This covers such things as 

equipment, trips, placements and DBS checks.  Each programme has different additional costs. 

 

Accommodation 

Student residential contracts will start on 28th September 2020. However, due to social distancing 

and to ensure the health and safety of you and our staff, arrivals for halls will be spread over a 

number of days the week before. Once you have received and accepted your offer of 

accommodation please watch out for an e mail letting you know when you will be able to move in. 

Please note that internet access in halls will only be available for those who have completed the 

enrolment process successfully.  There will be a variety of events held throughout the Induction 

period and throughout the 1st term, information of which will be sent to you by Accommodation 

when confirmed. 

 

Student Services 

For help during your time with us in relation to your health, welfare, lifestyle and future career.  The 

aim is to provide you with all the support you need to ensure your studies are as enjoyable and 

successful as possible. Services also include counselling, disability and chaplaincy. 

 

Student Finance 

For information on Tuition Fee Loans and Maintenance Loans, non-repayable grants, bursaries and 

scholarships that may be available. 

 

Cardiff Met Sport & Facilities 

 

Cardiff Met SU including SU Societies, SU Sports Clubs and the ability to access independent advice 

and support 

 

Term Dates 

  

https://cis.cardiffmet.ac.uk/TimetableStudent/
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/info/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/international/study/Pages/September-2020-FAQs-(COVID-19).aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Pages/Undergraduate-Costs.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/accommodation/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/finance/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/about/sport/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmetsu.co.uk/
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/Pages/Term-Dates.aspx


 

Campus Maps, Bike Shelters & Met Rider 

Cardiff Met offers its own bus service called the Met Rider, for more information and to access the 

application please refer to www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider.  We also have Bicycle Storage shelters 

on each campus, with changing and showers available. The shelters are secured and are only 

accessed using your MetCard when you have requested permissions via the i-zone. 

 

Virtual Tours 

Have another look around our campus and facilities with our guided virtual tours 

 

Student Handbook 

 

Academic Handbook 

 

Admissions Policy 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Complaints 

http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/about/campuses/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/MetRider
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/virtualtours
https://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/studentservices/Pages/Student-Handbook.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/academichandbook/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/study/adviceforapplicants/Pages/Admissions-Policy.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/covid-19/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cardiffmet.ac.uk/registry/Pages/Complaints.aspx

